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Most U.S. workers 
still pay price of no 
paid parental leave 


By Alexandra Olson 
AP Business Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Nancy 
Glynn could not afford a 
funeral for her newborn son 
who died after a prema¬ 
ture birth. 

She was already taking 
time off from her job as a 
waitress in Manchester, 
New Hampshire, to recover 
from a C-section. Adding 
to her difficulties, her hus¬ 
band had an unplanned 


surgery just two days after 
the baby died. 

Sawyer was cremated, his 
remains put into an urn the 
funeral home provided for 
free. The couple, who also 
had a 3-year-old son, strug¬ 
gled to pay the bills and 
their gas was cut off. 

A cousin set up a Go Fund 
Me campaign to help 
them pay the rent. 

Continued on Page 3 



This undated self-made photo provided by Nancy Glynn shows Glynn, of Manchester, N.H., with 
her son Hunter. 

Associated Press 
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HAPPY HOLIDAYS 


The Aruba Today Newspaper announces that due to the holi¬ 
days, we will not be in circulation on Wednesday, December 
25th, 2019 or Thursday, December 26th, 2019. We will be back 
on newsstands everywhere bright and early to serve our readers 
and advertisers first thing in the morning, Friday, December 27th. 
2019. Until then: Season's Greetings and Happy Holidays from 
the team at the Aruba Today Newspaper and the entire staff at 
Caribbean Speed Printing (CSP). 
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This photo provided by the Washington County, Md., shows a 
freight line train in the Potomac River on Saturday, Dec. 21,2019, 
near Harpers Ferry, W.Va. 

Associated Press 


No injuries as freight 
train derails near 
Harpers Ferry park 


HARPERS FERRY, W.Va. (AP) 

— A freight train derailed as 
it crossed the Potomac Riv¬ 
er near Harpers Ferry, West 
Virginia, sending two cars 
into the water and damag¬ 
ing a footbridge that is part 
of the Appalachian Trail. 
CSX said in a statement 
that there were no injuries 
early Saturday morning 
when seven cars in total 
derailed. CSX said all the 
cars were empty and no 


hazardous materials were 
involved. 

CSX said the cause of the 
derailment is under investi¬ 
gation and it will work swift¬ 
ly to clean up and restore 
the area. 

The National Park Service 
said the derailment closed 
access to some parts of 
Harpers Ferry National His¬ 
toric Park and the Chesa¬ 
peake & Ohio National His¬ 
toric Park. □ 
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Continued from Front 

Glynn was back at work af¬ 
ter just a few weeks, smiling 
for customers. She some¬ 
times hid in the restaurant 
office to cry. 

"Just seeing a family come 
in was triggering. Seeing a 
kid come in," said Glynn, 
who now works for several 
non-profits, including Mom- 
sRising, a group that ad¬ 
vocates for paid parental 
leave and other policies. 
"But we had to make the 
money back." 

Glynn is on the losing side 
of a growing movement to 
provide U.S. workers with 
paid parental leave. 
Congress passed a bill ear¬ 
lier in the week giving the 
country's 2.1 million govern¬ 


ment employees 12 weeks 
of paid parental leave as 
part of a defense bill that 
President Donald Trump 
signed into law on Friday . 
But it still leaves about 80% 
of U.S. workers in the pri¬ 
vate sector with no access 
to paid family leave. The 
U.S. is one of a handful of 
countries that lacks a fed¬ 
eral policy, at least for new 
mothers, leaving employers 
to decide whether to offer 
it. Disproportionately, paid 
leave has gone to higher- 
paid white collar workers. 
Just 9% of wage earners in 
the bottom 25% have ac¬ 
cess to paid family leave, 
according to the U.S. Bu¬ 
reau of Labor Statistics. That 
compares to 30% of wage 



A unique dining e. 


Specializing in grilled seafood, 
Steaks and more. 

L G. Smith Blvd. 7 at Aruba Surf side Marina 
Phone: 583-2666 
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Kitchen closes at 
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earners in the top 25%. 

The same year Sawyer died 
— 2015 — Netflix granted 
new parents a year of paid 
time off. Most other major 
tech companies have simi¬ 
lar generous polices, as do 
big banks and major con¬ 
sulting firms. 

Meanwhile, millions of 
construction workers, re¬ 
tail workers, public school 
teachers, warehouse and 
transportation workers and 
restaurant employees have 
to forego paychecks to 
take time to care for a new 
child. 

As a waitress, Glynn be¬ 
longed to the group least 
likely to have paid parental 
leave: part-time workers. 

Read More on Next Page 



This undated self-made photo provided by Nancy Glynn shows 
Glynn, of Manchester, N.H., with her son Hunter. 

Associated Press 
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This undated photo provided by Regan Lamphier shows Lam- 
phier, of Nashua, N.H., with her late son Ethan, who died when 
he was eight. 

Associated Press 


Continued from Previous Page 

Women are historically 
more likely to work part-time 
than men, often because 
of caregiving responsibili¬ 
ties, according to the U.S. 
Bureau of Labor Statistics. 
That usually means forego¬ 
ing paid time off after giv¬ 
ing birth —a trade-off that 
can be painful. 

After she had her daugh¬ 
ter, Daniella Knight took 
a part-time job for a web¬ 
site dedicated to helping 


parents train their babies 
to sleep through the night. 
It seemed perfect for the 
Virginia mom, a recent col¬ 
lege graduate who could 
not afford childcare on top 
of payments on $80,000 in 
student loans that she and 
her husband owed. 

But when Knight became 
pregnant with her second 
child, the company did not 
offer any paid leave, and 
her family could not afford 
to lose her income. She 


was back at work after us¬ 
ing up two weeks of vaca¬ 
tion, racing to put together 
sleep plans for her clients 
every minute her own new¬ 
born was sleeping. 

Three years later, Knight 
got pregnant again, a sur¬ 
prise. She considered an 
abortion rather than going 
through the same ordeal 
again. 

"I did not think we could 
survive it. It's probably one 
of those things that will 
haunt me for the rest of my 
life, but my husband and I 
actually went to an abor¬ 
tion clinic," said Knight, who 
ultimately had the baby 
and now works as real es¬ 
tate agent. 

Support for extending paid 
leave to part-time workers 
is slowly gaining traction in 
recognition that in many 
low-wage earners rely on 
multiple jobs to make ends 
meet, said Pronita Gupta, 
director of job quality at 
the Center for Law and So¬ 
cial Policy, an anti-poverty 
organization. 

Target made waves in June 
when the retailer included 
part-time employees in 
an expanded paid family 
leave policy. Part-time em¬ 
ployees are also covered 
to varying degrees under 
paid family leave laws that 
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eight states, plus Washing¬ 
ton, D.C., have or will soon 
implement. 

In Congress, there is grow¬ 
ing bipartisan support for a 
federal paid family leave 
policy for all workers, but 
progress has stalled over 
sharp differences over how 
to pay for it. 

Many companies that rely 
on low-wage workers, small 
businesses and non-profits 
are unlikely to take on the 
cost of family leave with¬ 
out a government policy 
to help pay for it, said Harry 
Holzer, a professor of public 
policy at Georgetown Uni¬ 
versity. 

Colin Ma, founder of a digi¬ 
tal marketing firm, said he 
has been unable to give his 
10 employees paid paren¬ 
tal leave for logistical and 
financial reasons. 

Now it's affecting Ma per¬ 
sonally: He is expecting a 
baby in May but won't take 
any time off beyond vaca¬ 
tion out of fairness to his 
employees. That has upset 
his girlfriend, who is worried 
about juggling her own 
career in advertising while 
childcare falls largely on 
her shoulders. 

"She wants more help, and 
I get it from her perspective 
because she is worried that 
maybe it's going to hurt 
her long-term career pros¬ 
pects," Ma said. 

Even under the policy 
passed by Congress for 


federal workers, there are 
still gaps in coverage. For 
instance, federal work¬ 
ers do not get paid leave 
for their own serious illness 
or to care for a sick rela¬ 
tive. More than 70% of the 
time, those are the reasons 
workers take time off under 
the 1993 Family and Medi¬ 
cal Leave Act, which only 
guarantees unpaid leave. 
That coverage would have 
made a big difference for 
Regan Lamphier, a New 
Hampshire postal worker 
whose son died suddenly in 
2014 shortly after his eighth 
birthday. Relatives had 
to launch a Go Fund me 
campaign so that Lamphi¬ 
er and her husband, also a 
postal worker, could take a 
few weeks off to grieve. 
Lamphier had struggled 
with no paid family leave 
since Ethan was born with 
severe disabilities. When 
he was 3, Ethan suffered a 
stroke that sent him to the 
hospital in Boston and re¬ 
hab for six weeks. Lamphier 
spent her days looking af¬ 
ter her son and nights sort¬ 
ing out U.S. mail, traveling 
between two states every 
day. She and her husband 
separated for six months 
under the strain. "There just 
wasn't enough of me to go 
around," said Lamphier, 
who also advocates for 
MomsRising. "I don't know 
how I survived, but I didn't 
have a choice. "□ 
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Times Square characters head 
to Rock Center for the holidays 


In this Thursday, Dec. 19, 2019 photo, a costumed character, 
right, tries to convince a passerby to stop and snap photos to¬ 
gether for money, in Times Square, N.Y. 

Associated Press 


By SABRINA CASERTA 
NEW YORK (AP) — Visitors 
headed for Times Square 
have long been bedazzled 
by thick crowds, bright 
lights, and a cadre of cos¬ 
tumed characters who si¬ 
dle up to tourists, pose with 
them for pictures, then per¬ 
sistently pressure them for 
tips. 

Complaints about the 
sometimes aggressive be¬ 
havior of the performers 
prompted the city in 2016 
to passed a law relegating 
the Times Square charac¬ 
ters to 8-by-50 foot "activ¬ 
ity zones" where they might 
annoy fewer people. 

Now, with the holiday sea¬ 
son in full swing, some of 
the costumed superheros, 
Muppets and Disney char¬ 
acters have headed to the 
equally crowded environs 
around Rockefeller Cen¬ 
ter and its iconic Christmas 
tree. 

The scene on a recent 
weekend was a familiar 
one, though absent the 
activity zones that keep the 
characters penned in. 

"All right, smile," one dad 
said as he snapped a pic¬ 
ture of his two girls stand¬ 
ing with Minnie and Mickey 
Mouse on Fifth Avenue. 
After he pulled out his wal¬ 
let and handed over a few 
dollar bills, he was greeted 
by grumbling from Mickey 
that this wasn't enough, 
because there were two 
characters in his picture, 
not one. 

Ed Saverino, of New Jersey, 


brushed by the characters 
on his way to see the tree 
as someone else politely 
declined a photo opportu¬ 
nity. 

"Don't do it!" Saverino 
shouted. "It'll cost you $100." 
"I'm from around here," 
Saverino said. "So I know 
the deal. These guys are 
predatory. If you wanna 
take pictures with people, 
then let them come to you. 
Don't go running up to peo¬ 
ple and touching them." 
After a Times Square Elmo 
was arrested in September 
for grabbing a 14-year-old 
girl’s buttocks as she posed 
for a photo with him, Mayor 
Bill De Blasio promised strict¬ 
er enforcement to ensure 
harassment wouldn't hap¬ 
pen again, but didn't out¬ 
line how he'd do so. 

On a recent Sunday, three 
Minnie Mouses and one 
Mickey Mouse character 
roamed the sidewalks out¬ 
side Rockefeller Center. 
Each politely declined to 
be interviewed. 

Some passersby defended 
them as harmless and fun. 

"I work down here, right by 
Rockefeller Center, and 
I think they should be al¬ 
lowed to take pictures 
wherever they want," said 
Jen Radin, who was ac¬ 
companied by her son 
and daughter. "Maybe not 
during the week because 
it forms crowds, and it's al¬ 
ready hard enough to walk 
around here. But on the 
weekends, I don't see a 
problem." 


She turned around to see 
the Minnie Mouses gath¬ 
ered around a little girl. "It's 
nice," she said. "Plus the 
ones down here have noth¬ 
ing on the ones in Times 
Square. They're ruthless 
over there. Here, they're 
much more polite and re¬ 
spectful." 

"I know the kids love it," an¬ 
other parent, Starr Grill, who 
was visiting from Maryland, 
said after her 11-year-old 
daughter posed with Mick¬ 
ey and Minnie. "It's all a part 
of that New York charm. It's 
what you come here for, 
really. Because it's true that 
no other city compares." 
Unlike Times Square, Rock¬ 
efeller Center is a privately 
owned space whose own¬ 


ers have the right to regu¬ 
late what vendors and 
performers can operate 
and solicit money in the 
complex of art deco office 
buildings, retail space, ar¬ 
cades and outdoor public 
plazas. 

That has tended to push 
the costumed characters 
a little farther from the ac¬ 


tion. Police have also been 
cracking down since the 
New York Post wrote this 
month about the drift of 
the characters to Rock¬ 
efeller Center. A performer 
dressed as the Grinch was 
issued a summons Dec. 12, 
accusing him of getting in 
the way of pedestrians on 
the packed sidewalk. □ 
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Cars are piled on top of one another following o multi-vehicle pileup on Interstate 64 in York 
County, Va., Sunday, Dec. 22, 2019. 

Associated Press 
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Police: 69-vehicle 
pileup in Virginia leaves 
dozens injured 


WILLIAMSBURG, Va. (AP) 

— A pileup involving more 
than 60 cars on a major in¬ 
terstate in Virginia on Sun¬ 
day morning injured doz¬ 
ens of people, according 
to state police. 

The crash happened just 
before 8 a.m. Sunday on 
westbound Interstate 64 in 
York County near Williams¬ 
burg, Virginia State Police 
Sgt. Michelle Anaya said. 
No fatalities were reported, 
but it took crews several 
hours to clear the roadway 
and reopen all lanes of 
traffic. 

Authorities do not yet know 
the cause of the crash, but 
fog and icy road condi¬ 
tions were contributing fac¬ 
tors, Anaya said. 

Photos from the scene 
showed a tangled mass 
of metal, with car hoods 
crumpled, windows 

smashed and a red truck 
plopped on top of another 
vehicle. 

Ivan Levy said he and his 
wife were both headed to 
Williamsburg, where they 
work, in separate vehicles 
around the time of the 
crash. 

Levy told The Associated 



Press he started slowing his 
truck down and turned his 
hazard lights on when he 
saw thick fog. 

"Next thing I know I see cars 
just start piling up on top of 
each other," he said. 

Levy was able to stop in 
time but then got a call 
from his wife saying she 
had been in the wreck. 

"It was just so scary," said 
Alena Levy, who was eval¬ 
uated at a hospital but was 
not seriously injured. 

Ivan Levy said he ran past 
cars to find his wife and 
help her out. They made 
their way back to his truck, 
and Ivan Levy said he then 
grabbed a medical kit 
and started checking on 
other victims because first 
responders hadn't arrived 
yet. 

Sixty-nine vehicles were 
involved in the crash, and 
51 people were treated or 
transported to hospitals, 
Anaya said Sunday after¬ 
noon, noting that those 
figures were constantly 
changing. 

Among those hurt, two 
were listed in critical con¬ 
dition and 11 were serious 
but not life-threatening, 
said York County Fire Chief 
Stephen Kopczynski. 

An investigation into the 
cause of the crash was on¬ 
going. 

In a separate incident, 
eight cars were involved in 
a crash on 1-64 in the op¬ 
posite direction after the 
larger pileup, Anaya said. It 
wasn't immediately clear if 
others were injured in that 
crash. Ivan Levy said the 
car his wife had been driv¬ 
ing was a Christmas gift. 
"She was all upset about 
the vehicle, and I was like, 
'Look, honey, it's just met¬ 
al,"' he said.Q 
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Chicago police: 13 
wounded in shooting 
at memorial party 


CHICAGO (AP) — A shoot¬ 
ing early Sunday at a house 
party held in honor of 
someone who was killed in 
April left 13 people wound¬ 
ed, four of them critically, 
Chicago police said. 

The shooting stemmed 
from a dispute at the me¬ 
morial party. Chief of Patrol 
Fred Waller said at an early 
morning news conference. 
He said shots were first fired 
just after 12:30 a.m. 

The victims range in age 
from 16 to 48 and suffered 
"different and various gun¬ 
shot wounds to their bod¬ 
ies." 

Two people were being 
questioned, Waller said. 
One of them was arrested 
with a weapon, he said, 
while the other was wound¬ 
ed. Waller said police re¬ 
covered a revolver. 

"It looked like they were 
just shooting randomly at 
people as they exited the 
party," Waller said. 

Waller did not provide de¬ 
tails on the person who 
was being memorialized, 
including who the person 
was. Chicago Mayor Lori 
Lightfoot, who visited vic¬ 
tims Sunday, said the party 
was celebrating the birth¬ 
day of a person who had 
been killed. 

Waller described three dif¬ 
ferent shooting scenes at 
the residential location in 
the city's Englewood neigh¬ 
borhood, a predominantly 


low-income stretch of the 
city roughly 10 miles (16 kilo¬ 
meters) southwest of down¬ 
town that has high crime. 
The shooting started inside, 
then more shots were fired 
as people began spilling 
out of the house. Shots 
were also fired at a third 
place nearby, Waller said. 
He described the shooting 
as an "isolated incident." 
The shooting comes as 
the city has been on the 
verge of closing out 2019 
with sizable drops in shoot¬ 
ings and homicides for the 
third straight year. Through 
roughly mid-December, 
about 475 people were 
killed, compared with 549 
in 2018, which is a 14% 
drop. In 2016, the number 
of homicides was roughly 
750, according to Chicago 
police data. The declines 
happened citywide, in¬ 
cluding in historically high- 
crime areas. Still, Chicago 
still has more violent crime 
than New York and Los An¬ 
geles. Both cities had about 
1,800 shooting victims com¬ 
bined, while Chicago has 
had about 2,500 this year, 
according to the Chicago 
Tribune, which tracks shoot¬ 
ings. Police have credited 
Chicago's drop in crime to 
the use of technology used 
to predict where shootings 
might occur, while experts 
also credit anti-violence 
programs that offer jobs 
and gang conflict media¬ 
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Chicago police guard a crime scene in the 5700 block of S. May 
Street in Chicago after several people were shot there on Sun¬ 
day, Dec. 22, 2019. 

Associated Press 
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tion. Lightfoot, who met 
with victims at the Univer¬ 
sity of Chicago Hospital, 
urged those with informa¬ 
tion about the shooting 
to come forward, even if 
they want to do so anony¬ 
mously. "It's a terrible trag¬ 


edy and frankly an incred¬ 
ible act of cowardice," she 
told reporters. "People in 
that house know what hap¬ 
pened and we've urged 
them to overcome their 
fears and come forward 
with information 
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Australia's leader apologizes for vacation amid wildfires 



Australia's Prime Minister Scott Morrison, with NSW Premier Glad¬ 
ys Berejiklian, left, speaks to the media during a visit to the Wol- 
londilly Emergency Control Centre in Sydney, Sunday, Dec. 22, 
2019. 

Associated Press 


SYDNEY (AP) — Australian 
Prime Minister Scott Morri¬ 
son apologized Sunday for 
taking a family vacation 
in Hawaii as deadly bush- 
fires raged across several 
states, destroying homes 
and claiming the lives of 
two volunteer firefighters. 
Morrison cut short a vaca¬ 
tion with his wife and adult 
children amid public anger 
at his absence during a 
national crisis, and arrived 
home Saturday night. He 
spoke to reporters Sunday 
morning while visiting the 
headquarters of the Rural 
Fire Service in Sydney. 

"If you had your time over 
again and you had the 
benefit of hindsight, we 
would have made differ¬ 
ent decisions," Morrison 
said. "I am sure Australians 
are fair-minded and under¬ 


stand that when you make 
a promise to your kids you 
try and keep it." 

"But as prime minister, you 


have other responsibilities, 
and I accept that and I 
accept the criticism," he 
added. 


Morrison said this was not a 
time for political point-scor¬ 
ing, but a "time to be kind 
to each other." He said that 
while he is not a trained 
firefighter, "I'm comforted 
by the fact that Australians 
would like me to be here 
just simply so I can be here, 
alongside them, as they 
are going through this ter¬ 
rible time." 

Morrison also answered 
critics who say his govern¬ 
ment has not done enough 
to fight climate change, 
which has been cited as 
a major factor in the spate 
of fires burning across the 
states of New South Wales, 
Victoria and South Aus¬ 
tralia. He said there were 
also "many other factors" 
responsible for the unprec¬ 
edented number of fires 
during a record-breaking 


heat wave. 

"There is no argument ... 
about the links between 
broader issues of global cli¬ 
mate change and weather 
events around the world," 
he said. "But I'm sure peo¬ 
ple equally would acknowl¬ 
edge that the direct con¬ 
nection to any single fire 
event — it's not a credible 
suggestion to make that 
link." 

Rural Fire Service Commis¬ 
sioner Shane Fizsimmons 
described Saturday as an 
"awful day" for firefighters 
as strong southerly winds 
fanned more than 100 fires 
in New South Wales alone. 
The fast-moving fires 
scorched trees, cars, out¬ 
buildings and everything 
else in its path, leaving 
residents scrambling to find 
shelter. □ 


Thousands protest against new PM, close roads in Lebanon 



Protesters chant slogans during ongoing protests against the 
Lebanese political class, in downtown Beirut, Lebanon, Sunday, 
Dec. 22, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By BASSAM HATOUM 
BEIRUT (AP) — Thousands 
of protesters demonstrated 
in central Beirut and else¬ 
where in Lebanon on Sun¬ 
day against the country's 


new prime minister, saying 
he should abandon the 
post because he is a mem¬ 
ber of the ruling elite. 

After sunset, protesters 
closed several roads and 


highways in Beirut and 
other parts of the country 
to rally against the nomina¬ 
tion of Hassan Diab, who 
was backed by the militant 
Hezbollah group and its al¬ 
lies and failed to win the 
backing of the main Sunni 
Muslim groups. 

The protesters, many of 
whom came from northern 
Lebanon and the eastern 
Bekaa Valley, also gath¬ 
ered in Beirut's central Mar¬ 
tyrs Square, one of the key 
places of the protests which 
have been underway for 
more than two months. 
They later marched toward 
the parliament building 
guarded by scores of riot 
police. Unlike last week, 
when scuffles were report¬ 
ed between protesters and 
policemen outside the par¬ 
liament, there was no vio¬ 


lence on Sunday. 

Prime Minister-designate 
Diab, a university professor 
and former education min¬ 
ister, will have the task of 
steering Lebanon out of its 
worst economic and finan¬ 
cial crisis in decades. He's 
also taking office against 
the backdrop of ongoing 
nationwide protests against 
the country's ruling elite 
that the protesters blame 
for widespread corruption 
and mismanagement. 
Former Prime Minister Saad 
Hariri, the head of the larg¬ 
est Sunni group in Lebanon, 
resigned on Oct. 29, meet¬ 
ing a key demand of the 
protesters. According to 
Lebanon's power-sharing 
system, the prime minister 
has to be a Sunni. 

"We are not convinced by 
their choice," protester Ha- 


naa Saleh said about Di- 
ab's nomination. "We don't 
believe this movie." 

Diab has vowed his govern¬ 
ment will not include politi¬ 
cians and will only consist of 
independents and experts. 
In Washington, a State De¬ 
partment spokesperson 
said that U.S. Undersecre¬ 
tary of State for Political 
Affairs David Hale had en¬ 
couraged Lebanese lead¬ 
ers during his two-day visit 
last week "to put aside par¬ 
tisan interests and support 
formation of a government 
committed to and capable 
of undertaking meaningful, 
sustained reforms." 

Hale "reaffirmed America's 
longstanding partnership 
and enduring commitment 
to a secure, stable, and 
prosperous Lebanon," said 
Morgan Ortagus.Q 
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Macron vows to keep fighting 
extremism in West Africa 





ABIDJAN, Ivory Coast (AP) 

— France's President Em¬ 
manuel Macron has vowed 
to boost the fight against Is¬ 
lamic extremism in West Af¬ 
rica as French troops killed 
33 Islamic extremists in cen¬ 
tral Mali. 

Saturday was Macron's 
second day of his three- 
day trip to Ivory Coast 
and Niger that has been 
dominated by the grow¬ 
ing threat posed by jihadist 
groups. 

"We must remain deter¬ 
mined and united to face 
that threat," Macron said in 
a news conference in Abi¬ 
djan. "We will continue the 
fight." 

By Macron's side, Ivorian 
President Alassane Ouat- 
tara in Abidjan announced 
a "historic" reform of the 
French-backed currency 
CFA Franc, established in 
1945 and used by eight 
states in West and Central 
Africa. 

The currency's name will 
become the "eco" next 
year and all French offi¬ 
cials will withdraw from its 
decision-making bodies, 
Ouattara said. In addition, 
the obligation for member 
states to keep half of their 
foreign reserves in France 
will end. The currency will 
remain pegged to the 
euro, which guarantees its 
stability, Ouattara stressed. 
Macron, who turned 42 on 
Saturday, welcomed the 
reform and praised the fi¬ 
nancial and economic em¬ 
powerment of the region. 

"I don't belong to a genera¬ 
tion that has known colo¬ 
nialism ... so let's break the 
ties!" he said, adding that 


the currency was consid¬ 
ered by some, especially 
the African youth, as a 
post-colonial heritage. 
Earlier that day. Macron 
announced that a French 
military operation killed 
33 Islamic extremists in the 
Mopti region of central Mali 
on Saturday morning. 

He tweeted he was "proud 
of our soldiers who protect 
us." Two Malian gendarmes 
also were rescued in the 
operation, he said. 

France has about 4,500 mil¬ 
itary personnel in West and 
Central Africa, much of 
which was ruled by France 
during the colonial era. The 
French led a military opera¬ 
tion in 2013 to dislodge Is¬ 
lamic extremists from pow¬ 
er in several major towns 
across Mali's north. 

In the ensuing years, the 
militants have regrouped 
and pushed further into 
central Mali, where Satur¬ 
day morning's operation 
was carried out. 

On Friday evening. Macron 
met with French military 
personnel stationed in Ivory 
Coast, which shares a long 
border with volatile Mali 
and Burkina Faso. The visit 
included commandos who 
were involved in the opera¬ 
tion in Mali last month dur¬ 
ing which 13 soldiers died in 
a helicopter collision. 

Earlier Saturday, Macron 
and Ouattara highlighted 
a new training effort being 
launched. The International 
Academy to Fight Terrorism 
will be in charge of "training 
in Ivory Coast some spe¬ 
cialized forces from across 
Africa," Macron said. "Then 
we will collectively be bet- 
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ter prepared for the fight 
against terrorism." 

On Sunday, Macron will 
pay tribute in Bouake to 
the victims of a 2004 bomb¬ 
ing by the Ivorian air force 
during the civil war in the 
country, which killed nine 
French soldiers and an 
American civilian who had 
sought shelter at the French 
army baseO 


French President Emmanuel Macron is welcomed by President 
Alassane Ouattara upon arrival in Abidjan, Ivory Coast, Friday 
Dec. 20, 2019. 

Associated Press 


HAPPYH 


VS 


OPENING HOURS 

























MONDAY 23 DECEMBER 


A10 lW0RLD NEWS 


ay 


Xdkvdo\£- BLANC BALLY - 8 TO US LALIQUE ^ ^ 

Dior 


HERMES 

PAftlS 


4f H UB LOT ESTEE LAUDER 


VICTORIA'S 20 
SECRET SWAROVSKl 




STEFAN HAFNER 

HEiUPft num ,.i--r. wwt 



daisyluenles CHANEL AAESSIKA 


HARRY WINSTON QU 1 KSILVER 


SHOPPING SHOPPING 


m HOVALE 

SALVATORE FEHRAGAHO 
SALLY 
TOUS 

SAN MARINA 

SAIL) ART GALLERY 
[PDPUPSTCflEJ 


VICTORIA SECRET 
MONARCH 
HOT LOOK 
GIORDANO 
PENH A 



EASY HI RE MO RELIT V SERVICES 
SHIVA'S GOLDS GEMS 
THE ISLANDER 
MAC 

SWAROVSKl 

PANACHE 


RETAIL 


RESTAURANTS 


PAIM BEACH 

PlftZft 

Mon to Sat 2pm to 10pm * Sundays 5pm to 10pm MALL 

Taste of Belgium Sam to Tlpm, other restaurants 4pm to 11pm 


Walking distance from high rise hotels 


Syrian troops push toward Turkish observation post in Idlib 



A truck carries civilians fleeing Maaret al-Numan, Syria, ahead 
of a government offensive Sunday, Dec. 22, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By BASSEM MROUE 
BEIRUT (AP) — Syrian gov¬ 
ernment forces pushed 
deeper in their offensive 
on the last remaining rebel 
stronghold in the country's 
northwest on Sunday, get¬ 
ting very close to a Turk¬ 
ish observation post in the 
area, opposition activists 
said. 

The Britain-based Syr¬ 
ian Observatory for Human 
Rights and the opposition's 
Syrian Civil Defense, also 
known as White Helmets, 
reported shelling and air- 
strikes on rebel-held villag¬ 
es in Idlib on Sunday, say¬ 
ing that at least one civilian 
was killed. 

The province of Idlib has 
been at the center of a Syr¬ 
ian forces' push under the 
cover of airstrikes in recent 
weeks, with more than a 
dozen villages captured. 


The offensive has already 
forced tens of thousands of 
civilians to abandon their 
homes and flee, including 
thousands who crossed 
into neighboring Turkey 
seeking safety. The attacks 
resumed after a cease-fire 
in force since the end of 
August collapsed recently. 
Turkey has backed Syrian 
rebels in the neighboring 
country's civil war, now in its 
ninth year. 

Saraqeb and Maaret al-Nu- 
man are two major rebel- 
held towns on the highway 
linking the capital, Damas¬ 
cus, with the northern city 
of Aleppo, Syria's largest. 
The two towns have been 
emptied of civilians since 
becoming the target of the 
offensive, which aims to re¬ 
open the highway, closed 
since 2012. 

Syrian troops, advanc¬ 


ing from the east toward 
Maaret al-Numan, neared 
the Turkish observation post 
outside the village of Sur- 
man from three sides, ac¬ 
cording to the Observatory. 
The Step news agency, an 
activist collective, said the 
government troops were 


now about 4 kilometers (2.5 
miles) from the Turkish post. 
Syrian state media made 
no mention of the post but 
said government forces 
captured several villages 
near Maaret al-Numan. 
Four months ago, Syrian 
troops captured all terri¬ 


tory around another Turkish 
post in the village of Morek, 
also in Idlib province, leav¬ 
ing the Turkish monitors only 
a nearby road to use. No 
friction has since been re¬ 
ported between Syrian and 
Turkish troops in Morek. 
Relations between Turkey 
and Syria have deteriorat¬ 
ed sharply since Syria's cri¬ 
sis began in 2011, with Da¬ 
mascus accusing Ankara 
of undermining its security 
by allowing thousands of 
foreign fighters to come in 
across the border to battle 
Syrian government forces. 
Turkey is a strong backer 
of rebels fighting President 
Bashar Assad's forces and 
has 12 observation posts in 
northwestern Syria as part 
of an agreement reached 
last year with Russia, a 
main backer of Assad's 
government.O 


Uzbekistan holds parliamentary vote without real opposition 



In this handout screengrab provided by the UZREPORT Govern¬ 
ment TV Channel, Uzbekistan's President Shavkat Mirziyoyev 
poses for a photo during the parliamentary elections at at a 
polling station in Tashkent, Uzbekistan, Sunday, Dec. 22, 2019. 

Associated Press 


MOSCOW (AP) — Voters in 
the Central Asian nation of 
Uzbekistan are choosing a 
new parliament in an elec¬ 
tion that presents no genu¬ 
ine opposition. 

The vote is the first parlia¬ 
mentary election since the 
death of longtime strong¬ 
man leader Ismail Karimov 
three years ago. But the five 
parties in Sunday's election 
all were Karimov loyalists 
and they also support the 
agenda of his successor. 
Since becoming president 
in 2016, Shavkat Mirziyoyev 
has implemented reforms 


including relaxing the cen¬ 
sorship of critical news 
websites and releasing 
some political prisoners. But 
human rights groups say 
thousands of people in Uz¬ 
bekistan remain imprisoned 
on false charges and cite 
problems with forced labor. 
At an election-day news 
conference, the head 
of the country's elections 
commission Mirzo-Ulugbek 
Abdusalomov said new 
political forces should form 
and register political par¬ 
ties. 

"We believe that opposition 


parties should be created 
in our country, because it's 
hard to encourage plural¬ 
ism in society without op¬ 
position," he said. 
According to Temur Uma- 
rov, a Central Asia analyst 
at the Carnegie Moscow 
Center, "there should not 
be any illusions about this 
parliamentary election." 
"These are not unprece¬ 
dented free and fair elec¬ 
tions. They (the govern¬ 
ment) put it this way: It is just 
the first time for us, give us 
please some time to learn," 
Umarov said. □ 
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India's leader defends new law as protests against it go on 


By EMILY SCHMALL 
Associated Press 
NEW DELHI (AP) — Protesters 
angered by India’s new citi¬ 
zenship law that excludes 
Muslims defied a ban 
against demonstrations on 
Sunday, as Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi used a rally 
for his Hindu nationalist par¬ 
ty to defend the legislation, 
accusing the opposition of 
pushing the country into a 
"fear psychosis." 
Twenty-three people have 
been killed nationwide 
since the law was passed 
in Parliament earlier this 
month in protests that rep¬ 
resent the first major road¬ 
block for Modi's Hindu na¬ 
tionalist agenda since his 
party's landslide re-election 
last spring. 

Most of the deaths have oc¬ 
curred in the northern state 
of Uttar Pradesh, where 
20% of the state's 200 million 
people are Muslim. Police, 
who deny any wrongdo¬ 
ing, said that among the 
15 people killed in the state 
was an 8-year-old boy 
who died in a stampede 
in the city of Varanasi, the 
heart of Modi's parliamen¬ 
tary constituency. Since 
last week, police in Uttar 
Pradesh have taken nearly 
900 people into custody for 
engaging in violence. 
Authorities across the coun¬ 
try have scrambled to con¬ 
tain the situation, banning 
public gatherings under 
Section 144, a British co¬ 
lonial-era law, and block¬ 
ing internet access. India's 
Ministry of Information and 
Broadcasting issued an ad¬ 
visory Friday night asking 
broadcasters across the 
country to refrain from us¬ 
ing content that could in¬ 
flame further violence. 

A group of politicians from 
the opposition Trinamool 
Congress party who trav¬ 
eled to Uttar Pradesh on 
Sunday to meet with fami¬ 



Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi addresses a rally of his Hindu nationalist Bharatiya Janata 
Party in New Delhi, India, Sunday, Dec. 22, 2019. 

Associated Press 


gust. 

The demonstrations also fol¬ 
low a contentious process 
in the northeastern state 
of Assam meant to weed 
out foreigners living in the 
country illegally. Nearly 2 
million people, about half 
Hindu and half Muslim, 
were excluded from an of¬ 
ficial list of citizens — called 
the National Register of Cit¬ 
izens, or NRC — and have 
been asked to prove their 
citizenship or else be con¬ 
sidered foreign. 

India is building a detention 
center for some of the tens 
of thousands of people who 
the courts are expected to 
ultimately determine have 
entered illegally. Modi's in¬ 
terior minister, Amit Shah, 
has pledged to roll out the 
process nationwide-^ 


lies of those killed in the vio¬ 
lence were not permitted 
to leave the airport runway, 
police said. 

"We will not permit them 
because Section 144 is im¬ 
posed in the area and it 
can make the atmosphere 
more tense," said Uttar 
Pradesh's police chief, O.P. 
Singh. 

In the southern state of 
Tamil Nadu, about 500 Mus¬ 
lim and leftist activists pro¬ 
tested, defying a ban on 
public gatherings there. 
Modi took the stage at a 
rally in the capital launch¬ 
ing his Bharatiya Janata 
Party's campaign for New 
Delhi legislative assembly 
elections in February, and 
quickly turned to the con¬ 
tentious new law. 

"People who are trying to 
spread lies and fear, look 
at my work. If you see any 
trace of divisiveness in my 
work, show it to the world," 
he said. 

Modi accused the main 
opposition Congress party 
of conspiring "to push not 
only New Delhi but other 


parts of the country into a 
fear psychosis." 

"They are trying every tac¬ 
tic to push me out of pow¬ 
er," he said, urging protest¬ 
ers to desist from attacks on 
police and other violence. 
The new law allows Hindus, 
Christians and other reli¬ 
gious minorities who are in 
India illegally to become 
citizens if they can show 
they were persecuted be¬ 
cause of their religion in 
Muslim-majority Bangla¬ 
desh, Pakistan and Afghan¬ 
istan. It does not apply to 
Muslims. 

Critics have slammed the 
legislation as a violation of 
India's secular constitution 
and have called it the lat¬ 
est effort by Modi's govern¬ 
ment to marginalize the 
country's 200 million Mus¬ 
lims. 

Protests against the law 
come amid an ongoing 
crackdown in Muslim-ma¬ 
jority Kashmir, the restive Hi¬ 
malayan region stripped of 
its semi-autonomous status 
and demoted from a state 
into a federal territory in Au¬ 
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Cuba names tourism minister to be first PM since 1976 


HAVANA (AP) — Cuban 
President Miguel Diaz-Ca- 
nel on Saturday named 
Tourism Minister Manuel 
Marrero Cruz as the coun¬ 
try's first prime minister 
since 1976 — a nomination 
quickly confirmed by the 
country’s parliament. 
Marrero, 56, has been tour¬ 
ism minister for 16 years, 
presiding over a rise in visi¬ 
tors and a hotel construc¬ 
tion boom that has made 
tourism one of the most im¬ 
portant sectors of the Cu¬ 
ban economy. 

Diaz-Canel cited Marrero's 
experience in negotiating 
with foreign investors as 
one of his prime qualifica¬ 
tions, according to state 
media. 

The position of prime minis¬ 
ter was held by Fidel Castro 
from 1959 to 1976, when a 
new constitution changed 
his title to president and 
eliminated the post of 
prime minister. 


Cuban Prime Minister Manuel Marrero Cruz embraces Cuba's President Miguel Diaz-Canel during 
the closing session at the National Assembly of Popular Power in Havana, Cuba, Saturday, Dec. 
21,2019. 

Associated Press 

Castro and his brother Raul along with Cuba's other munist Party leader, until 
held the presidential post highest positions, like Com- this year, when Raul Castro 



stepped down as president 
and a new constitution di¬ 
vided the president's re¬ 
sponsibilities between Cas¬ 
tro's successor, Miguel Diaz- 
Canel, and the new post of 
prime minister. 

The new constitution envi¬ 
sions the prime minister as 
responsible for the daily 
operations of government 
as head of the Council of 
Ministers. 

The prime minister has a 
five-year term and is nomi¬ 
nated by Diaz-Canel and 
approved by the National 
Assembly, which unani¬ 
mously approves every 
proposal put before it, with 
one known exception in re¬ 
cent history. In recent years 
Marrero Cruz has worked 
closely with Gaesa, the 
military-linked conglomer¬ 
ate that dominates tourism 
and many of the island's 
other key sectors, includ¬ 
ing import/export and retail 
sales.Q 


Panamanians honor victims of US invasion on 30th anniversary 



A woman places flowers on the grave of a person who died 
during the 1989 U.S. military invasion that ousted Panamanian 
strongman Manuel Noriega, on the 30th anniversary of the inva¬ 
sion in Panama City, Friday, Dec. 20, 2019. 

Associated Press 


PANAMA CITY (AP) — Rela¬ 
tives of Panamanians killed 
during the 1989 U.S. inva¬ 
sion brought flowers to their 
loved ones' graves Friday 
to honor their memory on 
the 30th anniversary of the 
military action that oust¬ 
ed then-dictator Manuel 
Noriega. 

President Laurentino Cor- 
tizo took part in the solemn 
event at the Jardin de Paz 
cemetery in the capital, 
where about 130 of those 
killed in the invasion are 
buried. In the afternoon, 
demonstrators marched 
through the center of the 


city to the neighborhood of 
El Chorrillo, which was dev¬ 
astated by bombs three 
decades ago. 

"What we have to be doing 
is seeking the truth," Cortizo 
said, "so that the families 
of the many disappeared 
know where their loved 
ones' remains are." 
According to official fig¬ 
ures, 514 Panamanians in¬ 
cluding both soldiers and 
civilians died in the inva¬ 
sion, though human rights 
groups say the losses were 
greater. On the U.S. side, 23 
troops were killed. 

The invasion, involving 


some 27,000 American 
forces, ended Panama's 
21-year military regime. For 
the first time, Panama's gov¬ 
ernment made Friday's an¬ 
niversary an official day of 
national mourning, some¬ 
thing that victims' relatives 
have demanded. Flags 
flew at half-mast, but busi¬ 
nesses and government 
offices were not closed 
and pre-Christmas com¬ 
mercial activity appeared 
normal."We must heal that 
wound and that can only 
be achieved through the 
truth," said Cortizo, who 
took office in July.Q 
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USA loyals 

EAGLE BEACH —Recently, Kimberley Richardson of the 
Aruba Tourism Authority had the great pleasure to honor 
Aruba’s loyal and friendly visitors as Distinguished Visitors 
of Aruba. The Distinguished visitor certificate is presented 
on behalf of the Minister of Tourism, as a token of appre¬ 
ciation to the guests who visit Aruba 10 years and more 
consecutively. 

The honorees were Michelle & Scott Hoxie together 
with son Joshua Hoxie. The Distinguished visitor certifi¬ 
cate also went to John Hensel, all from USA. 

These wonderful people stated that they love the island 
very much, especially for its year-round sunny weather, 
nice sandy beaches and picturesque sunsets, delicious 
variety of foods, its safety and Aruba’s warm and friendly 
people who became like family to them. 

Richardson together with the representatives of the Cos¬ 
ta Linda Beach Resort presented the certificates to the 
honorees, handed over some presents and also thanked 
them for choosing Aruba as their favorite vacation desti¬ 
nation and as their home-away-from-homeO 



Enjoy yuletide favorites at the elegant Sunset Grille 



PALM BEACH — The cu¬ 
linary team of the Hilton 
Aruba Caribbean Resort 
& Casino will be serving a 
veritable holiday tasting 
feast at the Sunset Grille on 
December 24th, 25th & 26th 
from 5:30pm to 10:30pm. 

On the 3-course, care¬ 
fully curated menu local 
Baby Lettuce and Belgian 
Endive with Caramelized 
Walnuts, Quinoa, Pome¬ 
granate seeds, and Feta 
cheese drizzled with Rasp¬ 
berry Dressing. The main 
course features fire-grilled 
Skirt Steak, Fresh Green 
Herb Mojo Sauce, Grilled 


Asparagus, Mashed Pota¬ 
toes OR a holiday platter 
with Roasted Vermont Tur¬ 
key and Glazed Virginia 
Ham, Sausage Sage Stuff¬ 
ing with Turkey Gravy, Gar¬ 
lic Mashed Potatoes, and 
Baby Vegetables. 

For dessert, befitting the 
holiday season, Petite Bu- 
che de Noel with Ponche 
Crema Sauce. 

Together with the delecta¬ 
ble food, the Sunset Grille 
is also offering a tempting 
two-hour Free Flow option 
to pair the food with a fine 
Kendall Jackson wine se¬ 
lection. 

Kindly make reservation 


by calling +297 526 6612 
or email the concierge @ 
hiltonconcierge@depalm- 


tours.com 

Members of staff and man¬ 
agement of the Sunset 


Grille wish guests a Happy 
Holiday and best wishes for 
a wonderful new yearlQ 
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Love & music united 


EAGLE BEACH — You might bump into him while he is performing at one of the resorts of 
Aruba and enchants you with his voice: Ernesto Ferro. The local musician and Carolina 
got married on Eagle Beach. They were accompanied by family and close friends who 
traveled from different countries to share in this beautiful event. 

Ernesto and Carolina thought that Aruba was the best place for this special occasion 
because the island is the magical place where they met. The musician is has travelled 
the globe and picked up the influences that different cultures bring you. He started 
playing guitar with 11 years old, inspired by his father who was an Italian violin maker. For 
the couple it is love and music united on this wonderful Happy Island. □ 




CONTACT US BY EMAIL: IN FO<J*GOLDCOASTARUBA.COM 

CALL +297-&G6 2200 
TOLL FREE: 1 -fl£6-97B-S770 
WWW.COLDCOASTARUBA.COM 
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‘The Coffee Trade in 
Aruba’ part of collection 
International Coffee 
Organization 


ORANJESTAD — Benja¬ 
min Romero is the author 
of the book ‘The Coffee 
Trade in Aruba’. The book 
was launched two months 
ago and just recently the 
great news was received 
that the International Cof¬ 
fee Organization (ICO) in 
London, UK, has officially 
added the book to their 
collection. 

ICO director Jose Sette 
shared with Romero that 
his book gives him insight 
of the increasing coffee 


export from Aruba in the 
80-ies of last century. 

The author is honored to 
have his book included in 
the organizations collec¬ 
tion and open to visitors 
of the ICO office in Lon¬ 
don. 

The fascinating story that 
tells how Aruba in the 
decade of the 60-s and 
70-s became one of the 
main coffee exporters in 
the world without hav¬ 
ing plantations of coffee, 
and without producing a 
grain of this product. 

Although the book is an 
original translation of his 
version in Papiamento, 
in this edition in English, 
the author includes some 
new information about 
the current situation of 
this business in Aruba, also 
accompanied by new 
photographs and tables. 
For more information 
please consult the Face- 
book page E Negoshi di 
Koffie na Aruba y E Caya 
di Monche. □ 



The Coffee Trade In 
Aruba 
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TUESDAY, DECEMBER 31 110AM TO 4AM 


(T - /\ Jy 

CELEBRATE THE NEW YEAR WITH US 
AND EARN 5X POINTS PLAYING 
SLOTS WITH YOUR CLUB CARD. 

Complimentary Beads, Party Favors 
and a Midnight Champagne Toast 

Sec Player's Club for details-. 




CASINO AND SHOPS 



SLOT TOURNAMENT 


Play in our FREE Slot Tournament and win 
a share of $777 in Free Slot Playi 

Progressive starts of $250 and increases 
$25 each week until won! 

Registration starts at 6pm. 


THE SHOPS 

AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 

Offering a wide variety of Retail & Dining Outlets, 
Salon & Spa Services, Souvenirs and more. 


Open daily 10am to 4am | i.E. Irausquin Blvd #47 
583.5000 I CG5tnoalfiambra.com 


Ptoy Reipai^ihly. T you or mutant yau know hat a gambling prdblem. 



I'm dreaming of a.sunny Christmas at Bugaloe 


PALM BEACH — Who needs snowflakes when 
you can have Bugaloe? Come celebrate the 
holidays at the best beach bar on the island. 
On Tuesday, December 24th, and Decem¬ 
ber 25th, Wednesday, Bugaloe will be host¬ 
ing special Christmas events for everyone to 
enjoy. 

On Christmas Eve, Tuesday December 24th, 
they have the Joyride Band playing your fa¬ 
vorite Christmas tunes as well as top 40 hits! 
Of course Bugaloe will also have its regular 
Happy Hours with crazy live entertainment 
from 5-6pm, and again from 10-11pm. Bring 
your dancing shoes, Christmas hat and get 
ready to swing, boogie, and move your feet. 

On Wednesday December 25th, join Buga¬ 
loe for a Christmas Dinner show with great 
food, amazing drinks, sunset views, and lots 
of cozy Christmas music from the Bugaloe 
Entertainers starting at 7pm! Enjoy their sing¬ 
ing talents Steffie, Jeremy & Heather during 
Bugaloe's great Christmas dinner with friends 
and family. Come down to celebrate the 
holidays in style. 

Bugaloe is located on the De Palm Pier be¬ 
tween the RIU Hotel and the Hilton Resort. 
For more information or to make a reserva¬ 
tion, email info@bugaloe.com or call 00297- 
586-2233. Merry Christmas from the Bugaloe 
familyO 
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RESORT OWNERSHIP AT 
ARUBA FINEST TIME5HARE RESORT 

Play a Linda Salas Office: Mon-Fri (Bam-4pm] 
sal pSayalmda.com or call (+29?}-BBS-lOOD 
Toll fr« number: l-BBB-2Bl^l&44 


YOUR PLACE IN THE SUN 


Aruba to Me 

ORANJESTAD - We would like to portrait 
you! By inviting you to send us your favorite 
vacation picture while enjoying our Happy 
Island. Complete the sentence: Aruba to 

me is. Send your picture with that text 

(including your name and where you are 
from) to: news@arubatoday.com and we 
will publish your vacation memory. Isn’t 
that a special way to keep your best mo¬ 
ments alive? Please do note: By submitting 
photos, text or any other materials, you 
give permission to The Aruba Today News¬ 
paper, Caribbean Speed Printers and any 
of its affiliated companies to use said ma¬ 
terials, as well as names, likeness, etc. for 



promotional purposes without compen¬ 
sation. Last but not least: check out our 
website, Instagram and Facebook page! 
Thank you for supporting our free newspa¬ 
per, we strive to make you a happy reader 
every day again. 


Today we share with you this great picture sent to us by 

John Hensel. He wrote: 

“Aruba to me is . Spending time with my 

Aruba family! Pictured here is our ever growing 
Aruba Beach Cigar Club (ABCC) formed in 2011 
at Costa Linda.” □ 
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. DAILY 
HAPPENINGS 


Caribbean Night 


Guttural Night 


mere is always-something happening fot 
the entire family at Posed Herenaa. 
Enjoy our fret 1 weekly events. 


Violin Night 


Aruba Has Tatent 


Wednesday at tOOpm 


Sunday at 8:OQp m 


Aruba Has Talent & 


Wocbe Latina 


mBKSkv 

Thursday at B:00pm 


Every n Ignt at 
NHII fllWDffi WOi 


7'Jttyn KJOpm wopm 


uncus Night 


Liquid Firewotk Show 


STORES OPENING HOURS 
Monday thru Saturday Warn to 10pm 
Sundays 5pm to 10pm 

Parkihg available in ParMng Garage at 
ftfl. 1.75/$ TOO per hour 


fepn Hprenria Shopping Onlpr 
J.E. Iraiisquin Blvd 1&2-A ■ Palm Aruba 

(1 © VnufTO 

tfpasoohoreocia 



Christmas, the magic season where we 
reflect on the year, look forward to a new 
one and share love with family & friends. 
Aruba Today wishes you a wonderful 
holiday season, make sure It is one to 
remember. Thank you for your continuous 
support and partnership this year, we are 
ready to go into 2020 together. As from 
today our newspaper is available online 
f www.arubatodav.com l meaning that you 
can read your favorite newspaper in digital 
form, for FREE. We welcome you to share 
your vacation pictures with us or give us 
your feedback. Email us at 
news@arubatodav.com . Warm sunny 
regards from the Aruba Today Team. 
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Hotel 


Hustle 


ORANJESTAD — I recently celebrated 9 years at work and with that comes time to reflect on the experiences I’ve had in that time. One of the 
most important lessons I learned during my tenure is that you can’t please everyone. Don't get me wrong, I understand and empathize with ev¬ 
eryone who had to spend quite a bit of money to get to Aruba, then the whole travel day and exhaustion on top of that. The last thing anyone 
needs after a long flight is for their one week of vacation is for something to go wrong at the hotel. It’s going to be frustrating, but it doesn't mean 
the problem can’t be resolved. 



I think being that I work for a timeshare this can 
be a bit trickier than at a transient hotel. If the 
room they had you assigned to has an issue 
they’ll just put you in another one that fits your 
reservation and honestly unless it happened 
while you were in the room you’d be none the 
wiser. We in the timeshare business don’t have 
that luxury, especially when it comes to owner 
weeks. I can't even count how many times we 
have had to make emergency changes to a 
room and then had to deal with the fallout. I 
understand you have an emotional and finan¬ 
cial attachment to your room, but if there is 
a burst pipe and water everywhere there’s no 
way I can let you stay in that room. 

Reactions vary per person and most of the 
time after an explanation and apology most 
people aren’t upset and they go on with their 
vacation. They're in Aruba and they have 
a place to stay, that’s all they need. On the 


other hand we have those who tend to see 
this as an opportunity to try and milk as much 
compensation as possible out of the resort. 
The general rule we have is if it's something 
beyond our control we will relocate you to 
an equal or better view and offer our sincer- 
est apologies. If an issue arose due to our own 
mistakes then we measure out the severity of 
the issue at hand and determine our course of 
action. 

Of course the injured party doesn’t know what 
all goes on behind the scenes. Your complaint 
basically turns into us tracing back where the 
breakdown in communication happened, 
why it happened and what should we do to 
alleviate your distress. Being as our company 
income comes mostly from the yearly club 
dues we can’t afford to compensate for ev¬ 
ery little thing, because that’s our Members 
money, which has to go back into the running 


of the resort. We aren’t just sitting around hop¬ 
ing you’ll forget and not bother us. We want 
everyone to have a good experience and 
given the opportunity we do our best to fix the 
problem. 

My lesson learned on the instances when we 
are at fault is that in some cases it doesn’t 
matter how much you’ve done to resolve the 
problems and get the guest back on their va¬ 
cation, they still won't be satisfied. Those un¬ 
satisfied guests turn into a negative Facebook 
or TripAdvisor reviews and a flurry of questions 
and negativity from others, who have only 
been given one perspective without the minor 
details. It’s very convenient how all the resorts 
efforts to fix the issue are usually left out of the 
scathing review. At first it used to frustrate me 
and honestly at times it still does, but knowing 
that we did our best, but this wasn’t accept¬ 
able comes with the job and we’ll keep on do¬ 
ing it.Q 



Aruban born and bred Shanella Pantophlet is passionate about tour¬ 
ism. That is the world she studied and works in, so we might as well call 
her a specialist. Luckily for Aruba Today Shanella also loves to write. 
And together with the fact that the majority of our readers are tourists, 
we found ourselves a perfect combination for a column: Hotel Hustle. 
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Norway's Henrik Kristoffersen 
celebrates at the finish area 
of an alpine ski, men's World 
Cup giant slalom, in Alta Ba- 
dia, Italy, Sunday, Dec. 22, 
2019. 

Associated Press 


Hirscher's 
successor? 
Kristoffersen 
wins Alta 
Badia GS 

LA VILLA, Italy (AP) — 

With longtime rival Marcel 
Hirscher retired, things are 
looking up for Henrik Krist¬ 
offersen. 

The Norwegian skier surged 
up from sixth after the first 
run to win the vaunted Alta 
Badia giant slalom on Sun¬ 
day and move top of both 
the GS and overall World 
Cup standings. 

Kristoffersen finished 0.31 
seconds ahead of surprise 
runner-up Cyprien Sarrazin 
of France, with Zan Kranjec 
of Slovenia third, 0.39 back. 
First-run leader Leif Kristian 
Nestvold-Haugen had a 
wild second trip down the 
steep Gran Risa course and 
finished 11 th.lt was the 20th 
career World Cup victory 
and second this season 
for Kristoffersen, who also 
won the giant slalom at last 
season’s world champion¬ 
ships in Are, Sweden, and 
claimed silver in the event 
at the 2018 Olympics. Krist¬ 
offersen’s previous best 
finish in this race was sec¬ 
ond in 2015 and 2017, both 
times behind Hirscher. 

Continued on Page 22 



Cleveland Browns quarterback Baker Mayfield (6) throws under pressure from Baltimore Ravens outside linebacker Matt Judon (99) 
during the first half of an NFL football game, Sunday, Dec. 22, 2019, in Cleveland. 

Associated Press 
Page 20 
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Kreider scores twice as Rangers topple Ducks 



Anaheim Ducks goaltender Ryan Miller (30) reacts as New York 
Rangers left wing Chris Kreider (20) skates toward his team¬ 
mates after Kreider scored during the second period of an NHL 
hockey game, Sunday, Dec. 22, 2019, in New York. 

Associated Press 


By MICHAEL DOMINSKI 
NEW YORK (AP) — The 

Rangers took advantage 
of a weary and injury-de¬ 
pleted Ducks team. 

Chris Kreider scored twice, 
and New York beat Ana¬ 
heim 5-1 on Sunday, end¬ 
ing a three-game skid.. 

"If we can continue to do 
that and be hard to play 
against, especially down 
low in front of net, we will 
have success," Kreider said. 
"We're building more of an 
identity as a group." 

Mika Zibanejad had a goal 
and an assist, while Filip 
Chytil and Brett Howden 
also scored for the Rang¬ 
ers. Henrik Lundqvist made 
19 saves. 

"We did a lot of good 
things," Lundqvist said. "We 
had a good start and our 
focus was better." 

Sam Steel scored for the 
Ducks, who were playing 
the finale of a four-game 
trip, and Ryan Miller made 
36 saves. 

Anaheim was missing its 
three leading scorers, with 
Rickard Rakell (upper-body 
injury), Ryan Getzlaf (flu), 
and Jakob Silfverberg (flu) 
all sitting out. 

When these teams faced 
each other last Saturday in 
Anaheim, the Ducks rallied 
from 2-0 and 3-2 down to 
win 4-3 in a shootout. 
Defenseman Korbinian Hol- 
zer, playing out of position 
as a forward because of 
the Ducks' depleted lineup, 
committed the game's first 
penalty, high-sticking just 
1:33 into the first period. 
Pavel Buchnevich had the 
Rangers’ best chance on 
the ensuing power play, 
but was unable to find the 
net with a backhand. 

Chytil opened the scoring 
for the Rangers, beating 
Miller with a backhand shot 
from the right side 7:14 into 
the first. Howden doubled 
New York's lead 91 seconds 
later, firing the rebound of 
Tony DeAngelo's shot into 
an open net. Both Chytil 
(10 games) and Howden 
(15) ended significant goal 
droughts. 

"I like the pace of our 
game," Rangers coach Da¬ 
vid Quinn said. "We weren't 
slowed down. We had to 
set the tone. And we were 
shooting pucks, that was 


helpful." 

The Ducks made it 2-1 just 
before the midpoint of the 
first. Ondrej Kase's shot was 
saved by Lundqvist, but 
Steel batted the rebound 
out of the air and into the 
net. 

Kreider restored the Rang¬ 
ers' two-goal lead a few 
minutes later. With the 
teams playing 4-on-4 after 
matching roughing penal¬ 
ties to Max Comtois and 
Ryan Lindgren, Kreider beat 
Josh Manson on a break¬ 
away and went around 
Miller for his seventh point in 
his past seven games. 

Erik Gudbranson, playing 
in his 500th game, was sent 
to the penalty box for trip¬ 
ping near the end of the 
first period, but the Rangers 
were again unable to con¬ 
vert their power play. New 


York finished 0-for-5 on the 
man advantage, leaving it 
without a power-play goal 
in four games. 

Kreider scored his second 
goal of the game with just 
under four minutes remain¬ 
ing in the second period. 
Zibanejad picked up an 
assist, extending his point 
streak to five games. 
"Kreider has elevated his 
game for sure," Quinn said. 
The game turned physi¬ 
cal in the second period. 
The teams took another 
set of matching roughing 
penalties as well as a pair 
of unsportsmanlike con¬ 
duct penalties. Gudbran¬ 
son and Brendan Lemieux 
were both given 10-minute 
misconducts. Gudbranson 
earned his after dropping 
his gloves in an attempt 
to fight Lemieux, but at 4 


inches shorter, Lemieux de¬ 
clined to join him. By the 
time the second period 
ended, 36 total penalty 
minutes had been handed 


out. 

"We're not going to take 
anything laying down, 
that's for sure," Ducks 
coach Dallas Eakins said. □ 
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Ravens win 11th straight, clinch top seed in AFC playoffs 



Baltimore Ravens quarterback Lamar Jackson (8) avoids a tackle by Cleveland Browns lineback¬ 
er Sione Takitaki (44) during the second half of an NFL football game, Sunday, Dec. 22, 2019, in 
Cleveland. 

Associated Press 


CLEVELAND (AP) — The 

road to the Super Bowl in 
the AFC goes through Balti¬ 
more, where its MVP candi¬ 
date will be waiting. 

Lamar Jackson threw three 
touchdown passes — two 
to tight end Mark Andrews 
late in the first half — and 
rushed for 103 yards as 
the Ravens won their 11th 
straight game, 31-15 over 
the Cleveland Browns on 
Sunday to lock up the con¬ 
ference's top seed and 
home-field advantage 
throughout the playoffs. 

"It feels good," Ravens 
coach John Harbaugh 
said. "The players deserve 
a tremendous amount of 
credit for it. It's hard to win 
any game in the NFL. When 
you put together this kind 
of season, it's quite an ac¬ 
complishment." 

The Ravens (13-2) shook 
off a sluggish start and 
avenged their last loss, 
a 40-25 to the Browns on 
Sept. 29. 

But Baltimore looks nothing 
like the team it was three 
months ago as the mar¬ 
velous, multi-dimensional 
Jackson has taken the 
league by storm with his 


arm and legs. Jackson fin¬ 
ished with 238 yards passing 
and went over 100 yards for 
the fifth time this season. 
The Ravens did suffer an 
injury that could hurt the 
playoff hopes as run¬ 
ning back Mark Ingram 
went down without being 
touched in the fourth quar¬ 


ter. Ingram immediately 
grabbed his lower left leg 
and collapsed when he 
tried to stand. 

Ingram, who went over 
1,000 yards rushing in 
the second quarter and 
caught a 12-yard TD pass 
from Jackson in the third, 
was able to walk to the 


sideline to be evaluated 
before limping to the locker 
room. 

Flarbaugh said Ingram did 
not suffer any structural 
damage, but he'll undergo 
more testing Monday. 

The Browns (6-9) were of¬ 
ficially eliminated from the 
postseason, and now first- 
year coach Freddie Kitch¬ 
ens may be down to his 
last game. Kitchens has ap¬ 
peared overwhelmed at 
times and the home finale 
was a microcosm of this dis¬ 
appointing season as the 
Browns underperformed 
and will miss the playoffs for 
the 17th straight season. 
Baker Mayfield threw a 
3-yard TD pass in the fourth 
quarter to Odell Beckham 
Jr., whose acquisition by 
the Browns in March sent 
expectations soaring. 

In the closing minutes, 
Beckham flung his helmet 
on the sideline in frustration 
and exchanged words with 
Kitchens. 

Mayfield, who finished 20 
of 33 for 192 yards with 
two TDs and a pick, said it's 
not all Kitchens' fault that 
Cleveland's season soured. 
"Any time you have a head 
coach and you have a los¬ 
ing record, that's the first 
person everybody points 
to," he said. "But it goes to 
many more things than just 
Freddie. We can all be bet¬ 
ter in this process and I think 
that's what it comes down 


to, there's no one single 
thing to blame. It's just over¬ 
all, we all have to bring it 
more and more every day 
to meet the expectations 
we set for ourselves." 
Outplayed and in their own 
way for most of the first half, 
the Ravens scored two 
touchdowns in the final two 
minutes to take a 14-6 lead 
at the break. 

Jackson connected on a 
39-yard TD pass to Andrews 
with 1:18 for Baltimore's first 
score, and then hooked up 
with his tight end again on 
a sensational play the elec¬ 
trifying QB can add to his 
MVP candidacy. 

Jackson stayed alive in the 
pocket long enough to 
buy time and fired an off- 
balance pass to the back 
of the end zone, where An¬ 
drews made a terrific leap¬ 
ing catch. 

Baltimore had been unable 
to do anything on its first 
four possessions and the 
Browns appeared on their 
way to a surprising half¬ 
time lead. However, Kitch¬ 
ens made another head- 
scratching play call on 
third-and-1 when he had 
Mayfield pitch the ball to 
Kareem Hunt, who looked 
like he was going to throw 
it before being brought 
down for an 8-yard loss. 

The Ravens hurt themselves 
with some uncharacteristic 
mistakes to set up Cleve¬ 
land's first touchdown after 
Jackson's fumble near mid- 
field. 

Baltimore's defense com¬ 
mitted two penalties on 
fourth down to extend the 
Browns' drive and corner- 
back Jimmy Smith was 
called for pass interference 
in the end zone, giving 
Cleveland first-and-goal at 
the 1. 

On the next play. May- 
field rolled to his right and 
hit tight end Demetrius 
HarrisO 
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ARUBA HAPPY RENTALS 

• Vacation Rentals 

• House Rentals 

• Property Management 

• Best Prices On The island! 


Get your $100 voucher 

Promo Code: NP001 For Your Discount 


Boegoeroei 13-D, Noord,Aruba | Tel: +297-586-2662 
rentals@ambahappyrentals.com | www.arubahappyrentals.com 



























In this Friday, Sept. 27, 2019 file photo, Atlanta Braves pitcher 
Dallas Keuchel delivers during the first inning of a baseball 
game against the New York Mets in New York. 

Associated Press 


AP source: White Sox, 
Keuchel agree to 
$55.5M, 3-year deal 


AP Baseball Writer 

The Chicago White Sox 
and left-hander Dallas 
Keuchel have agreed to 
a $55.5 million, three-year 
deal, a person familiar with 
the negotiations told The 
Associated Press. 

The person spoke on condi¬ 
tion of anonymity Saturday 
night because the agree¬ 
ment had not been an¬ 
nounced. Keuchel's deal 
includes a vesting option 
for 2023 that would bring 
the total value to $74 mil¬ 
lion. 

The 31-year-old Keuchel 
won the AL Cy Young 
Award with the Houston 
Astros in 2015 but struggled 
to find work last offseason 
as a free agent. He signed 
a roughly $13 million, one- 
year deal with the Atlanta 
Braves in June and went 
8-8 with a 3.75 ERA for the 
NL East champions. 

The long-bearded veter¬ 
an joins catcher Yasmani 
Grandal as a big-money 
addition to the White Sox 
this offseason. Grandal 
signed a $73 million, four- 
year contract with Chica¬ 
go last month. 
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The White Sox also brought 
back slugger Jose Abreu 
on a $50 million, three-year 
deal, acquired outfielder 
Nomar Mazara from the 
Texas Rangers and added 
lefty starter Gio Gonzalez 
on a $5 million, one-year 
contract that includes a 
2021 option. 

Keuchel and Gonzalez will 
join a rotation led by All- 
Star Lucas Giolito that also 
includes Reynaldo Lopez 
and Dylan Cease. Prom¬ 
ising young right-hander 
Michael Kopech is also ex¬ 
pected to return following 
Tommy John surgery. 
Chicago is hoping to chal¬ 
lenge in the AL Central 
behind a young core of 
hitters, including Yoan 
Moncada, Tim Anderson 
and Eloy Jimenez. Top pros¬ 
pect Nick Madrigal might 
also be ready to get signifi¬ 
cant time at second base. 
The White Sox were 72-89 
last season, well behind the 
101-win Minnesota Twins 
and 93-win Cleveland In¬ 
dians. Agent Scott Boras 
negotiated the deal for 
Keuchel and has earned 
his players $936.5 million in 
contracts this offseason, 
including a $324 million, 
nine-year deal between 
Gerrit Cole and the New 
York Yankees and $245 mil¬ 
lion, seven-year deals for 
Stephen Strasburg with the 
Washington Nationals and 
Anthony Rendon with the 
Los Angeles Angels. Boras 
is expected to clear the $1 
billion mark this winter. □ 
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Toronto Raptors guard Kyle Lowry (7) takes a charge from Dallas Mavericks forward Dwight Powell 
(7) as Raptors forward Rondae Hollis-Jefferson (4) watches during second-half NBA basketball 
game action in Toronto, Sunday, Dec. 22, 2019. 

Associated Press 


Raptors overcome 30-point 
deficit, beat Dallas 110-107 


IAN HARRISON 
TORONTO (AP) — Kyle Low¬ 
ry and the Toronto Raptors 
used a huge fourth quarter 
to pull off the NBA's biggest 
comeback in a decade. 
Lowry had 32 points and 
10 assists, Chris Boucher 
scored a career-high 21 
points and the Raptors 
overturned a 30-point defi¬ 
cit to beat the Dallas Mav¬ 
ericks 110-107 on Sunday. 
Lowry had one fewer point 
in the fourth (20) than the 
Mavericks managed as a 
team (21). 

"I've never seen anything 
like it," coach Nick Nurse 
said of Lowry's explosive fin¬ 
ish. 

It was the biggest come¬ 
back in Raptors history, 
and the NBA's first 30-point 
comeback since Sacra¬ 
mento beat Chicago on 
Dec. 21, 2009, according 
to Elias. 

Players from both sides 
found the outcome tough 
to comprehend. 

"I'm definitely going to go 
watch the game again, 
just to see how exciting this 
game was and how the 
fans helped us so much," 
Boucher said. 

Dallas forward Kristaps 
Porzingis wasn't interested 


in a second viewing after 
making five of 15 shots. 
"Tonight was a weird game, 
honestly," Porzingis said. "I 
still can't process what hap¬ 
pened." 

Even Lowry wasn't sure he 
wanted another look at the 
first three quarters. 

"I probably won't enjoy it 
till later on, fourth quarter," 
Lowry joked. 

Rondae Hollis-Jefferson 
scored 18 points and Fred 
VanVIeet had 10 as the 
short-handed Raptors won 
their fifth straight and im¬ 
proved to 13-3 at home, 
ending the Mavericks' 
seven-game road winning 
streak. 

Porzingis had 19 points 
and 12 rebounds. Jalen 
Brunson scored 21 points 
as Dallas dropped to 2-2 
without guard Luka Don- 
cic, who sat for the fourth 
straight game because of 
a sprained right ankle. 
Mavericks coach Rick Car¬ 
lisle said his team didn't 
maintain its aggression 
after the Raptors started 
fighting back. 

"When you get hit with that 
kind of force, you've got 
to respond with equal or 
greater force, and we just 
didn't do it soon enough," 


Carlisle said. 

Toronto trailed 83-53 with 
2:55 remaining in the third, 
but used a swarming de¬ 
fense and hot shooting 
from Lowry to tie the score 
at 95 with 5 1/2 minutes to 
go in the fourth. 

'They were just taking it to 
us," Dallas guard Tim Hard¬ 
away Jr. said. "Before you 
knew it, they cut the lead 
to 10 and then cut the lead 
to five." 

Hollis-Jefferson made a pair 
of free throws with 4:31 re¬ 
maining to put the Raptors 
up 98-97, their first lead of 
the second half. Lowry hit a 
3 on Toronto's next posses¬ 
sion, making it a four-point 
game. 

A three-point play by 
Brunson with 1:14 left cut 
it to 106-105 and Porzingis 
made a pair from the line 
with 32 seconds remaining, 
putting Dallas up one. 
Lowry fed Boucher for a 
go-ahead dunk and, after 
a Dallas timeout, Brunson 
missed a jumper that would 
have given the Mavs the 
lead. 

Boucher was fouled as he 
grabbed the rebound and 
made both free throws, 
putting Toronto up by three 
with 1.6 seconds left. □ 
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Norway's Henrik Kristoffersen celebrates at the finish area after 
winning an alpine ski, men's World Cup giant slalom, in Alta Ba- 
dia, Italy, Sunday, Dec. 22, 2019. 



International team player Adam Scott of Australia celebrates a win over the U.S. during their four- 
ball match at the Royal Melbourne Golf Club in the opening rounds of the President's Cup golf 
tournament in Melbourne, Thursday, Dec. 12, 2019. 

Associated Press 

Adam Scott wins Australian 
PGA championships by 2 shots 


Continued from Page 18 

Hirscher also won the last 
eight overall titles and Krist¬ 
offersen is one of the top 
contenders to take the 
Austrian's crown. 

In the overall standings, 
Kristoffersen moved 31 
points ahead of Vincent 
Kriechmayr, the winner of 
Friday's super-G in nearby 
Val Garden, and 47 points 
ahead of French rival Alexis 
Pinturault, who dropped 
from third after the open¬ 
ing run to finish eighth.Krist¬ 
offersen was asked how he 
deals with his new favorite 
status. 

"I don't really care," Kristof¬ 
fersen said. "I just try to ski 
as fast as possible and try 
to win as many races as 
possible. First things have 
to come first. First you have 
to ski fast, then you can 
win races and then you 
can talk about all this other 
stuff. But I feel pretty good 
at the moment." 

Sarrazin had the fastest 


VAL D'ISERE, France (AP) 

— A women's World Cup 
downhill race was can¬ 
celled Sunday for the sec¬ 
ond straight day because 
of heavy snowfalls in the 
French Alps. 

The International Ski Feder¬ 
ation wrote on Twitter there 
was "nothing we could do 
against the weather." 

The race was first scheduled 
Saturday and postponed. 
Organizers then switched 
the program for Sunday 
to focus on the downhill 


Associated Press 

second run to move up 20 
spots. Previously, Sarrazin 
had finished better than 
10th only once, by winning 
a parallel giant slalom in 
Alta Badia three years ago. 
It was Kranjec's third top- 
four finish in giant slalom 
this season after coming 
third in Soelden, Austria, 
and fourth in Beaver Creek, 
Colorado. The top Ameri¬ 
can finishers were Ryan 
Cochran-Siegle in 19th and 
Tommy Ford in 20th. 

Ford, coming off his first ca¬ 
reer win in Beaver Creek, 
made a big mistake at the 
beginning of his first run in 
blizzard-like conditions. 

Ted Ligety, a two-time win¬ 
ner on the Gran Risa, mis¬ 
judged an artificial jump 
toward the end of his open¬ 
ing run and missed the next 
gate. 

The course was shortened 
due to overnight snowfall. 

A parallel giant slalom 
night race is scheduled for 
Monday in Alta BadiaO 


instead of a scheduled Al¬ 
pine combined event. 

The blank weekend at Val 
d'lsere means World Cup 
standings leader Mikaela 
Shiffrin kept her points lead 
after skipping the French 
venue. 

She chose to train for races 
next weekend in Lienz, Aus¬ 
tria in her preferred disci¬ 
plines of slalom and giant 
slalom. 

The next women's down¬ 
hill is Jan. 11 in Altenmarkt, 
Austria. □ 


GOLD COAST, Australia 
(AP) — Adam Scott sealed 
his first tournament win in 
almost four years Sunday 
when he shot 3-under 69 
to win the Australian PGA 
Championships by two 
shots. 

Scott's win gave him the 
30th title of his professional 
career and his second Aus¬ 
tralian PGA crown after his 
win at Royal Pines in 2013. 
He was edged into sec¬ 
ond place by compatriot 
Greg Chalmers in a thrilling 
seven-hole playoff on the 
same course in 2014. 

Scott's last tournament win 
came 3 years, 9 months, 
16 days ago at the WCG 
Cadillac Classic in Miami 
where he beat Bubba Wat¬ 
son by a shot. 

His win in front of a home 
crowd — he has a house 
close by — completed a 
solid year and lifted him 
from 18th to 13th on world 
rankings. 

Scott finished with a 72- 
hole total of 275, 13 under 
par and two shots ahead 
of New Zealand's Michael 
Hendry who matched 
Scott's final round 69. For¬ 
mer U.S. amateur cham¬ 
pion Nick Flanagan shot 70 
Sunday to finish among a 
five-way tie for third place. 


Scott came into the final 
round with a one-shot lead 
over Hendry but fell a shot 
behind the Kiwi after 11 
holes. 

He had an unplayable lie 
on the 12th but got up and 
down for par and that was 
the turning point in his final 
round. He played the next 
three holes three under par 
to surge past Hendry into 
first place. 

Hendry's winning chance 
evaporated when his ap¬ 
proach on the 17th hole 
clipped trees and plunged 
into a green-side bunker. 
He made bogey to fall 
two shots behind Scott, 
then bogeyed again when 
he three-putted the 18th 
green to give the Austra¬ 
lian a three shot lead com¬ 
ing to the last hole. 

Scott went through the 
green at the 17th but 
saved par, then could af¬ 
ford his bogey on 18 and 
still claim the title. "After 
a good save on 12 it was 
time to do something and 
I was behind so there was 
opportunity for everyone 
and I was the one who took 
them today," Scott said. 

"I'm stoked. This has been a 
long time coming and I'm 
really happy to win anoth¬ 
er PGA here. It finishes off a 


nice year for me. 

""It's been a long time be¬ 
tween drinks for me and 
maybe only once or twice 
did the thought cross my 
mind that I'll never win 
again,. "It's very difficult to 
win and I'm on the wrong 
side of this age thing now," 
the 39-year-old said. 

Scott's 2013 PGA Champi¬ 
onship win came before his 
U.S. Masters victory and he 
now looks towards the Mas¬ 
ters in April. 

"A win (makes) you feel 
like you're just never going 
to lose again," Scott said. 
"I hope it helps; it's nice to 
have reassurance and the 
belief of winning. 

"You want to be in conten¬ 
tion and find out how you 
feel and respond and I got 
some of that today and if I 
happen to be in that posi¬ 
tion Sunday at the Masters I 
can draw on it." 

Hendry battled a painful rib 
injury over both of the last 
two rounds and only gave 
up his title bid with bogeys 
at the last two holes. 
Flanagan was in the mix 
until late in the final round 
but had a disastrous dou¬ 
ble bogey at the 13th, bo¬ 
geyed the 14th, then fin¬ 
ished with bogey to drop 
back into a tie for third. □ 


Women's World Cup 
downhill cancelled 
again by heavy snow 
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Chad Le Clos competes in the men's 200-meter freestyle during 
an International Swimming League event Friday, Dec. 20, 2019, 
in Las Vegas. 


Inti. Swimming 
League expanding 
to Tokyo, Toronto 



In this July 10, 2019, file photo, a radar device hangs from the roof behind home plate at Peoples- 
Bank Park during the third inning of the Atlantic League All-Star minor league baseball game in 
York, Pa. 

Associated Press 


AP Exclusive: Computer plate 
umps allowed n new labor deal 


By BETH HARRIS 

LAS VEGAS (AP) — The 

International Swimming 
League is expanding for its 
second season next year. 
The pro league that fea¬ 
tured over 100 Olympians 
will add teams in Tokyo 
and Toronto, bringing the 
number of clubs to 10. Five 
will comprise the Europe- 
Asia group with the other 
five in the U.S. 

The season will begin in 
September, a month after 
the Tokyo Olympics end, 
and run until April 2021. 
There will be breaks in De¬ 
cember and March for 
other events on the world 
swimming calendar. 

A total of 27 matches — a 
minimum of 10 per club — 
will be held, including regu¬ 
lar season, playoffs and the 
grand finale. 

"If we want to be a league, 
we have to act like a 
league," said ISL managing 
director Andrea Di Nino, 
who promised an increase 
in prize money and the sal¬ 
ary cap for each team. 

The ISL held six meets in its 
first season and staged its 
grand finale in Las Vegas, 
where the expansion was 
announced Saturday. Eu¬ 
rope-based Energy Stan¬ 
dard won the champion¬ 
ship and its 28 members 
split $100,000. 

The 3,800-seat Mandalay 
Bay Events Center wasn't 
filled either day, although 
there were noticeably 
more people on Saturday 
for the music and spotlight- 


filled event featuring finals 
only over two hours. 

"It was a great show for 
everybody," said Di Nino, 
who was open to the pos¬ 
sibility of returning to Vegas 
for the finale. "Next year is 
going to be even better. 
Of course, we're looking 
to improve and look at our 
mistakes." 

Retired four-time Olympic 
gold medalist Kosuke Kitaji- 
ma will represent the Tokyo 
entry, which has yet to be 
named. 

"I'm very happy to be giv¬ 
en this big opportunity for 
swimming," Kitajima, who 
attended the finale, said 
through a translator. "When 
I was first approached 
about this opportunity I was 
very happy, but I was think¬ 
ing why didn't you come to 
me in the beginning. I hope 
a lot of Japanese swimmers 
will be able to participate." 
Daiya Seto was the only 
Japanese swimmer who 
competed in the ISL's first 
season, and he only swam 
the finale for winning Ener¬ 
gy Standard. He set a world 
short-course record in the 
400-meter individual med¬ 
ley on Friday, which was 
streamed live in Japan. 
"Japan is one of the world's 
leading swimming nations 
with a large fan base, so 
we expect to see a very 
competitive team be de¬ 
veloped there and many 
fans excited to learn of 
our plans," ISL founder Kon¬ 
stantin Grigorishin said in a 
statement. □ 


By BEN WALKER and RON¬ 
ALD BLUM 
AP Baseball Writers 
NEW YORK (AP) — Com¬ 
puter plate umpires could 
be called up to the major 
leagues at some point dur¬ 
ing the next five seasons. 
Umpires agreed to coop¬ 
erate with Major League 
Baseball in the develop¬ 
ment and testing of an au¬ 
tomated ball-strike system 
as part of a five-year labor 
contract announced Sat¬ 
urday, two people familiar 
with the deal told The As¬ 
sociated Press. The Major 
League Baseball Umpires 
Association also agreed 
to cooperate and assist if 
Commissioner Rob Man¬ 
fred decides to utilize the 
system at the major league 
level. The people spoke on 
condition of anonymity be¬ 
cause those details of the 
deal, which is subject to 
ratification by both sides, 
had not been announced. 
The independent Atlan¬ 
tic League became the 
first American professional 
league to let a computer 
call balls and strikes at its 
All-Star Game on July 10. 
Plate umpire Brian deBrau- 
were wore an earpiece 
connected to an iPhone in 
his pocket and relayed the 
call upon receiving it from 
a TrackMan computer sys¬ 
tem that uses Doppler ra¬ 


dar. 

The Atlantic League experi¬ 
mented with the computer 
system during the second 
half of its season, and the 
Arizona Fall League of top 
prospects used it for a few 
dozen games this year at 
Salt River Fields. 

MLB has discussed install¬ 
ing the system at the Class 
A Florida State League for 
2020. If that test goes well, 
the computer umps could 
be used at Triple-A in 2021 
as bugs are dealt with prior 
to a big league callup. 

"It would change the game 
for the good. It would con¬ 
tinue the effort to eliminate 
human deficiency," Hall of 
Famer Mike Schmidt wrote 
in a story for The Associated 
Press in October. "We have 
replay everywhere else in 
the game. Like it or not, re¬ 
play gets the call right." 

It is not clear whether the 
Major League Baseball 
Players Association would 
need to approve comput¬ 
erized ball and strikes. 

"We are aware the umpires 
and MLB are in negotia¬ 
tions over a new CBA," said 
players' union head Tony 
Clark, a former All-Star first 
baseman. "MLB will have 
their negotiation with them, 
and they will need to dis¬ 
cuss with us." 

Several AFL prospects 
praised the TrackMan sys¬ 


tem for calls on the inside 
and outside corners but 
said it struggled with break¬ 
ing balls low or high around 
the strike zone. 

'This idea has been around 
for a long time and it’s the 
first time it's been brought 
to life in a comprehen¬ 
sive way," Morgan Sword, 
MLB's senior vice president 
of economics and opera¬ 
tions, said on the night the 
Atlantic League experi¬ 
ment started. 

Humans still will be need¬ 
ed to determine checked 
swings and to make sure 
TrackMan doesn't call 
a strike on a pitch that 
bounces and goes through 
the strike zone. 

"I think it's a little naive to 
think that simply letting 
computers generate strike 
or ball," Houston manager 
AJ Hinch said during the 
World Series. "It's incredibly 
naive to think that there's 
not going to be pitfalls in 
that scenario, as well." 
Humans will make safe/out 
calls — subject to video re¬ 
view back in the New York 
control room, a system that 
started on home run calls in 
2008 and extended in 2014 
to many umpire decisions. 
There were 1,356 video re¬ 
views during the 2019 regu¬ 
lar season, taking an aver¬ 
age of 1 minute, 16 sec¬ 
onds. □ 
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Twitter, Facebook ban fake users; some had Al-created photos 



This July 9, 2019, file photo shows pedestrians walking across the street from the Twitter office 
building in San Francisco. 

Associated Press 


By MAE ANDERSON 
NEW YORK (AP) — Twitter 
has identified and removed 
nearly 6,000 accounts that 
it said were part of a co¬ 
ordinated effort by Saudi 
government agencies and 
individuals to advance the 
country’s geopolitical inter¬ 
ests. 

Separately, Facebook 
said it removed hundreds 
of Facebook accounts, 
groups and pages linked to 
inauthentic behavior from 
two separate groups, one 
originating in the country of 
Georgia and one in Viet¬ 
nam, which targeted peo¬ 
ple both in Vietnam and in 
the U.S. 

Facebook said some of the 
accounts used profile pho¬ 
tos generated by artificial 
intelligence and masquer¬ 
aded as Americans. It is 
one of the first such misin¬ 
formation efforts to use ma¬ 
terial generated by Al. 

Tech companies have 
stepped up efforts to tack¬ 
le misinformation on their 
services ahead of next 
year's U.S. presidential elec¬ 
tions. The efforts followed 
revelations that Russians 
bankrolled thousands of 
fake political ads during 
the 2016 elections to sow 
dissent among Americans. 
Twitter's and Facebook's 
announcements under¬ 
score the fact that misinfor¬ 
mation concerns aren't lim¬ 
ited to the U.S. and Russia. 
In a blog post Friday, Twit¬ 
ter said the removed Saudi 
accounts were amplify¬ 
ing messages favorable to 


Saudi authorities, mainly 
through "aggressive lik¬ 
ing, retweeting and reply¬ 
ing." While the majority of 
the content was in Arabic, 
Twitter said the tweets also 
amplified discussions about 
sanctions in Iran and ap¬ 
pearances by Saudi gov¬ 
ernment officials in Western 
media. 

"Governments have start¬ 
ed to launch influence 
campaigns the same ways 
commercial enterprises 
launch campaigns to sell 
detergent or cars," said 
James Ludes, a national 
defense expert who teach¬ 
es international relations 
and public policy at Salve 
Regina University in Rhode 
Island. 

He said the Russian efforts 


in 2016 showed it was pos¬ 
sible to "actually change 
public attitudes through 
the targeted use of social 
media." 

While the attempts to root 
out the campaigns may 
seem like a game of whack- 
a-mole, he said companies 
have at least shown prog¬ 
ress in taking steps to iden¬ 
tify and root out manipula¬ 
tion campaigns run by for¬ 
eign powers. 

Twitter began archiving 
tweets and media it deems 
to be associated with 
known state-backed infor¬ 
mation operations in 2018. 
It shut 200,000 Chinese ac¬ 
counts that targeted Hong 
Kong protests in August. 

The 5,929 accounts re¬ 
moved and added to 


the archives are part of a 
larger group of 88,000 ac¬ 
counts engaged in "spam- 
my behavior" across a wide 
range of topics. But Twitter 
isn't disclosing all of them 
because some might be 
legitimate accounts taken 
over through hacking. 

The Twitter accounts were 
linked to a social media 
marketing firm in Saudi 
Arabia called Smaat that 
managed many govern¬ 
ment departments in Saudi 
Arabia. The accounts used 
third-party automated 
tools to amplify non-polit¬ 
ical content at high vol¬ 
umes. Twitter said that ac¬ 
tivity was used to mask the 
political maneuverings of 
the same accounts. 

Samuel Woolley, a profes¬ 
sor at the University of Texas 
at Austin who studies disin¬ 
formation, said that while 
the Saudi campaign used 
basic manipulation tech¬ 
niques, including the use 
of likes and retweets to 
give the illusion of popu¬ 
larity, the campaign's size 
and scale were unusual. 
The existence of a thou- 
sands-strong army of Saudi 
accounts also show that 
social media companies 
still don't have a good so¬ 
lution, he said, despite the 
progress they have made 
at identifying state-backed 
accounts. 

"It's really clear we have to 
do something about it," he 
said. "It can't just be after 
the fact. We have to get 


better about detecting in 
real time." 

Messages left with Saudi of¬ 
ficials in Riyadh, Saudi Ara¬ 
bia, and the country's em¬ 
bassy in Washington were 
not immediately returned. 
The Saudi government has 
used different tactics to 
control speech and keep 
reformers and others from 
organizing, including em¬ 
ploying troll armies to ha¬ 
rass and intimidate users 
online. It has also arrested 
and imprisoned Twitter us¬ 
ers. 

In September, Twitter sus¬ 
pended the account of the 
crown prince's former top 
adviser, Saud al-Qahtani, 
who also served as director 
of the cyber security fed¬ 
eration. As with Friday's an¬ 
nouncement, Twitter said 
that account had violated 
the company's platform 
manipulation policy. 

Last month, two former 
Twitter employees were 
charged with acting as 
agents of Saudi Arabia 
without registering with the 
U.S. government. The com¬ 
plaint details a coordinat¬ 
ed effort by Saudi govern¬ 
ment officials to recruit em¬ 
ployees at the social media 
giant to look up the private 
data of Twitter accounts, 
including email addresses 
linked to the accounts and 
internet protocol addresses 
that can give up a user's lo¬ 
cation. 

In terms of Facebook's ac¬ 
tions, Facebook said the 
Georgia group targeted 
domestic audiences and 
the Vietnam group focused 
mainly in the U.S., as well as 
Vietnamese-, Spanish- and 
Chinese-speaking audi¬ 
ences around the world. 
The company said they 
created networks of ac¬ 
counts to mislead others 
about who they were and 
what they were doing. To 
evade detection, they 
used a combination of 
fake and real accounts of 
people in the U.S. to man¬ 
age pages and groups, the 
company said. 

"We are making progress 
rooting out this abuse, but 
as we've said before, it's 
an ongoing challenge," 
Nathaniel Gleicher, Face¬ 
book's head of security pol¬ 
icy, said in a blog postO 
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Liz Weston: 

Associated Press 

The way our brains work 
can cost us a lot of money. 
But some of our mental 
quirks can be turned to our 
advantage. Cognitive bi¬ 
ases are the faulty ways of 
thinking that can persuade 
us to run up debt, save 
too little and make stupid 
investment decisions. The 
bandwagon effect, for ex¬ 
ample, entices us to buy 
the hot stock everyone’s 
talking about, rather than 
the mutual fund that makes 
more sense for our long¬ 
term goals. Or we sign up 
for a too-large mortgage 
because of optimism bias 
(“I’ll figure out a way to 
make the payments, some¬ 
how!”). We can try to be 
more rational, but some¬ 
times it makes sense to 
exploit our faulty wiring in¬ 
stead. Here are three mon¬ 
ey biases that you could 
put to work for yourself: 
MENTAL ACCOUNTING 
Money is fungible, which 
means every dollar has the 
same value regardless of 
how we get it or store it. But 
our brains didn’t get that 
memo, so we treat differ¬ 
ent types of money differ¬ 
ently. We’re tempted to 
splurge with windfalls, for 


How to make your money biases work for you 
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This undated photo provided by NerdWallet shows Liz Weston, a 
columnist for personal finance website NerdWallet.com. 

Associated Press 



example, or to be more 
careful spending cash than 
using credit. 

You can turn this mental 
accounting to good use by 
creating multiple savings 
accounts, each labeled 
with your goal for the mon¬ 
ey. For example, you could 
create accounts called 
“vacation,” “car repair 
fund,” “home down pay¬ 
ment” and so on. Online 
banks and credit unions 
typically make this easy 
by allowing you to create 
and name numerous sub¬ 
accounts without minimum 
balance requirements or 
fees. 

Labeling and segregat¬ 
ing money could help you 
keep your hands off of it. 
While you might dip into a 
general savings account 
for a questionable pur¬ 
chase, you may resist the 
urge if you can envision 
having less money for your 
vacation or not being able 
to pay for a needed car re¬ 
pair. 

‘END-OF-HISTORY ILLUSION’ 
Think of the person you 
were a decade ago — 
what you thought was im¬ 
portant, what you liked and 
disliked, how you behaved. 
If you're like most people. 


you’ve changed, but you 
also probably think that 
the person you are today is 
pretty much who you'll be 
from now on. 

Regardless of their age, 
adults consistently under¬ 
estimate how much they’ll 
change in the future, ac¬ 
cording to research by 
psychologists Jordi Quoid- 
bach, Daniel T. Gilbert and 
Timothy D. Wilson, who 
dubbed this phenomenon 
the “end of history illusion." 
This illusion leads to the tat¬ 
too, mortgage or marriage 
you later regret. But the 
end-of-history illusion could 
be beneficial if you use it to 
give your future self more, 
rather than fewer, options. 
Here’s an example: People 
who save for retirement of¬ 
ten anticipate the freedom 
and leisure they’ll enjoy 
one day when they can 
quit work. They can't imag¬ 
ine they'll feel differently 
later. As they get closer to 
retirement, though, some 
realize they want to keep 
working at least part time 
for the extra money, the 
intellectual stimulation, the 
social benefits. 

With sufficient savings, you 
typically have more op¬ 
tions: You could quit, work 


part time, work full time, 
take a break and return to 
work or start your own busi¬ 


ness. If you haven't saved, 
you may have little choice 
but to keep working.Q 


Germany says new rule requiring receipts fights tax fraud 


Associated Press 
BERLIN (AP) — Germany’s 
finance minister is defend¬ 
ing a new rule taking effect 
Jan. 1 that will require shops 
to provide a receipt for ev¬ 
ery purchase, a change 
that critics fear will result in 
vast amounts of paper be¬ 
ing wasted. 

The rule aims to combat 
the evasion of value-add¬ 
ed taxes but some envi¬ 
ronmental activists worry 
they will produce piles of 
unwanted receipts, printed 
on paper that can't be re¬ 
cycled. 

Economy Minister Peter 
Altmaier, a member of 
Chancellor Angela Merkel's 
conservative party, re¬ 
cently called for changes 
so not every tiny purchase 
requires a receipt. He said 
when he is given one, he 
usually leaves it — like 90% 
of Germans. 


But Finance Minister Olaf 
Scholz, a center-left Social 
Democrat who is also vice 
chancellor, has stood firmly 
by the legislation. He ar¬ 
gues that the receipts don't 
necessarily have to be 
printed but could be sent 
as an email. 

"This is about sales tax fraud 
in the billions, every year 

— sales tax that the cus¬ 
tomer pays but some trad¬ 
ers or restaurateurs don't 
pass on to the state," Scholz 
was quoted Sunday as tell¬ 
ing the Funke newspaper 
group. 

The legislation requires tam¬ 
per-proof cash tills, he said. 
"We wanted to ensure 
that every sale is booked," 
Scholz added. "For this, 
there has to be a receipt 

- either on paper or as an 
email. All concerned had a 
very long time to get ready 
for the new law." 



German Chancellor Angela Merkel, right, arrives with Vice 
Chancellor and Finance Minister Olaf Scholz, left, for the weekly 
cabinet meeting of the German government at the chancellery 
in Berlin, Germany, Wednesday, Dec. 11, 2019. 

Associated Press 


The legislation was drawn 
up in 2016. 

Opponents of the new rule 
probably won't get much 
help from the chancellor. 
Asked in parliament on 


Wednesday when her gov¬ 
ernment would scrap man¬ 
datory receipts, Merkel 
pointed to the effects of 
tax evasion and replied: 
"Not at all, I fear." 


Germany's standard rate 
of value-added tax is 19%, 
though a reduced rate of 
7% applies to some items 
such as groceriesO 



Have you ever wish you travel 
to Aruba with just a carry-on ? 


And leave all your belongings in a 
container being deliver and pick 
up right at your resort or home 
rental! 

■ Aslowas$6.50 smonth 

■ Pricing include pick-up&delivery 

■ Saves you time & money,year 
after year! 

■ Avoid extra luggages 
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Conceptis Sudoku 
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Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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TIME SHARE FOR RENT 
Paradise Villas X-mas 

$850 also Bonaire Filming 
Beach 12/21/28 $625 Studio 
for sale Divi Golf Rm 4201 
wk 35 8/29 - 25 wks left $1998 
Local 565 9394 until 12/21 or 
508 651 0016 
E-mail: rmwjmw@aol.com 

_212138 


TIME SHARE FOR SALE 
Golf Studio week 50 2/12/20 

25 wks left Unit 2314 $2800 
and Studio Rm 128 
Divi Dutch Village $1995 or BO 
Divi Village wks 17 Studio 4/25 
24 weeks left $1800 BO 
Local 565 9394 until 12/21 or 
508 651 0016 
E-mail: rmwjmw@aol.com 

_212138 


TIMESHARE FOR SALE 
Paradise Beach Villas 

1BR wk# 46 $8500 

Phase 2, 2nd floor 

Ocean/Pool View 

Contact: deleodoors@gmail.com 

(stateside)203-558-7592 

_212141 


TIMESHARE SALE 
Divi Phoenix 

Package of fixed weeks 52 
and one already to use 2020 
plus 23.000 points exchange 
any time of year Interval 
eldl2007@gmail.com 
+ 1-8496 557191 

_212254 

FOR RENT 

Paradise Beach Villas 

wk one jan 4-11-2020 
2 bdr suite Beach Ocean Front 
Call. 941 343 1088 USA 

_212139 


T«DAy B€NDIA 





Halley Time Travel 

MarriottOceanClub 

DiviLinksGolf 

For rent 2020. 

2 BR/WK# 3 $22K 

1-Br Oceanview $3K each 

Eagle 8 with 25 weeks 

from :03/22/20-03/29/20(3) 

DiviVillage 

:03/20/20-03/27/20(2) 

studio/wk#1 $7K 

; 02/21/20-02/28/20(4) 

buildingC with 34 weeks 

La Cabana Beach Resort 

MarriottSurfClub Forsale 

2BR E unit wk 49 /50ocean front 

Platinumseason 

grond floor $15 K each 

2-BR OceanView $15,5K 

2-BR OceanSide $16,5K 

DutchVillage: 

2-BR OceanFront $26K 

studio wk#52 $7500 

3-BR OceanView $28K 

17weeks 9 accelerated 

DiviLinksGolf 

MarriottSurfClub 

$7,500 

PlatinumPlus 

Studio wk#1 building4 

WK51 OceanView $39K 

WK52 OceanView $49K 

24-weeks 8-accelerated 

WK51&52 OceanFront 

DiviLinksGolf 

$160K:bothweeks 

1-BR WK#4 $8K 
birdie-1 with 20 weeks 

MarriottOceanClub 

studio/wk#5 $8,000 

PlatinumSeason 

birdie-4 with 28weeks 

1-BR OceanView $9K 

EagleResorts 

2-BR OceanView $16,5K 

3-BR wk#51 $25K 

2-BR OceanFront $26K 

1-BR wk#51&52 $25K 

GoldSeason 

bothweeks 

1- BR OceanView $4K 

2- BR OceanView $9K 

La CabanaBeachResort 

ArubaDiviPhoenix 

Thursday check-in 4thfloor 

2-BRPH WK49 &50 

studio wk#52/1 $7,5K each 

building7/ 7thfloor 

1-BR wk#52/1 $8,5K each 

32weeks on each $24K each 

1-BR wk#52 $8,5K 

2-BRPH WK #1 

La Cabana Beach 

building6 / 7 thfloor 

Sunday check in 

28weeks $30K 

1 BRwk49 

2sd floor $5,5 K 

ArubaDiviPhoenix 

1 BR wk 50 

2 BR WK 50 

3rd floor $5,5 K 

building6/3rdfloor 

Renaissancesuites 

33weeks $22K 

1-BR wk#51 $9K 

1-BR/WK#2 

5thfloor/harborview 

building8/groundfloor 

CPV Resort 

32weeksremain $16K 

1 Br wk# 52 $7000 

1 Br wk# 3/4 $6000 each 

DiviLinksGolf 

2 Br wk# 5/6 $7000 each 

1-BRWK51 $12,5K 

CostaLinda 

Birdie 1 with 26 weeks 

2-BR wk#51/52$120K both 

2BRWK51 $24K 

3rd floor pool/ocean view 

Birdie 1 with 26 weeks 

House Forsale 

'1-BR WK#1& 2 

TierraDelSolGolf 

Birdie 9 with 30 weeksremaining 

3-BR , 2-Bath $520 K 

on each $10K each 

Ponton upscale houses close 

Studio WK#2 $7,5K 

to town 

eagle 3 with 23 weeks 

lOmin drive from major beaches 

'1-BR WK#3 $9K 

4 BR , 2 bath , Pool, $370 K 

eagle 3 with 23 weeks 

Le Vent 

DiviVillage 

5th-floor building-C 

25weeks remain on each 

1-BR wk#1 $8,500 

Studio/wk#1 $7,500 

*Condo near Eagle Beach 

3-BR, 2-Bath , $650 K 
propertyland (commercial) 

41,000 sq feet $60 ,per sq feet 
propertyland near town 

6000 sq feet $850 K 

Call: 630 1307 

Johnnypaesch@gmail.com 

facebookpage:resales&realty 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 

Oranjestad 

Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 

San Nicolas 
IMSAN 24 Hours 
Tel.524 8833 




HEALTH 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


Oranjestad: 

Centraal Tel. 585 8077 
San Nicolas: 

San Nicolas Tel. 584 5712 


OTHER 


Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 


Police 
Oranjestad 
Noord 
Sta. Cruz 
San Nicolas 
Police Tipline 
Ambulancia 
Fire Dept. 

Red Cross 


100 

527 3140 
527 3200 
527 2900 
584 5000 
11141 
911 
115 

582 2219 


TAXI SERVICES 

Taxi Tas 587 5900 

Prof. Taxi 588 0035 

Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 

TRAVEL INFO 

Aruba Airport 524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 

Jet Blue 588 2244 

Surinam 582 7896 


CRUISES 



December 24 

Celebrity Summit 
Britannia / Braemar 


AID FOUNDATIONS 

FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 

Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 

Women in Difficulties 
Tel. 583 5400 

Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 

Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 

General Info 

Phone Directory Tel. 118 
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Boeing capsule returns to Earth after aborted space mission 



The Boeing Starliner spacecraft is seen after it landed in White Sands, N.M., Sunday, Dec. 22, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By MARCIA DUNN 
AP Aerospace Writer 
CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. 
(AP) — Boeing safely land¬ 
ed its crew capsule in the 
New Mexico desert Sun¬ 
day after an aborted flight 
to the International Space 
Station that could hold up 
the company's effort to 
launch astronauts for NASA 
next year. 

The Starliner descended 
into the Army's White Sands 
Missile Range in the frigid 
predawn darkness, end¬ 
ing a two-day demo that 
should have lasted more 
than a week. A trio of red, 
white and blue parachutes 
popped open and airbags 
also inflated around the 
spacecraft to ease the im¬ 
pact. 

"We pinpoint landed it," 
NASA Administrator Jim 
Bridenstine said at a post¬ 
landing briefing. 

The successful return 
capped a rocky start to a 
mission that was supposed 
to include a docking with 
the space station. Manag¬ 
ers will review all the data 
before deciding whether to 
do another test flight or go 
straight to flying astronauts, 
said NASA's Steve Stich. 
After seeing this first test 
flight cut short and the 
space station docking 
canceled because of an 
improperly set clock on the 
capsule, Boeing employ¬ 
ees were relieved to get 
the Starliner back. 

Recovery teams cheered 
as they watched the cap¬ 
sule drift down through the 
air and make a bull's-eye 
landing. The touchdown 
was broadcast live on 
NASA TV; infrared cameras 
painted the descending 
capsule in a ghostly white. 
As the sun rose, close-up 
views showed the large 
white and black capsule 
upright — with hardly any 
scorch marks from re-entry 


— next to a U.S. flag waving 
from a recovery vehicle. 
The astronauts assigned 
to the first Starliner crew — 
two from NASA and one 
from Boeing — were part of 
the welcoming committee. 
"A beautiful soft landing," 
said NASA astronaut Mike 
Fincke. "Can't wait to try it 
out." 

It was the first American- 
made capsule designed 
for astronauts to make a 
ground landing after return¬ 
ing from orbit. NASA's early 
crew capsules — Mercury, 
Gemini and Apollo — all 
had splashdowns. SpaceX’s 
Dragon capsule, which 
made its orbital debut last 
winter with a test dummy, 
also aims for the ocean at 
mission's end. 

Minutes after touchdown, 
top NASA and Boeing of¬ 
ficials poured into Mis¬ 
sion Control in Houston to 


congratulate the team. 
The newly returned Star¬ 
liner also got a personal¬ 
ized name: Calypso, after 
Jacques Cousteau's boat. 
The capsule's first trip 
to space began with a 
smooth rocket ride from 
Cape Canaveral on Friday. 
But barely a half hour into 
the flight, it failed to fire its 
thrusters to give chase to 
the space station and end¬ 
ed up in the wrong orbit. 
The problem was with the 
Starliner's internal clock: It 
did not sync up with the At¬ 
las V rocket and was off by 
11 hours, according to Boe¬ 
ing's Jim Chilton. 

The capsule burned so 
much fuel trying to orient it¬ 
self in orbit that there wasn't 
enough left for a space sta¬ 
tion rendezvous. Flight con¬ 
trollers tried to correct the 
problem, but between the 
spacecraft's position and 
a gap in communications, 
their signals did not get 
through. They later man¬ 
aged to reset the clock. 
Boeing is still trying to fig¬ 
ure out how the timing er¬ 
ror occurred. The mission 
lasted nearly 50 hours and 
included 33 orbits around 
the Earth, about 100 orbits 
fewer than planned. 

A test dummy named 


Rosie the Rocketeer — af¬ 
ter Rosie the Riveter from 
World War II — rode in the 
commander's seat. Also 
returning were holiday 
presents, clothes and food 
that should have been de¬ 
livered to the space station 
crew. 

Even though not all goals 
were met including a sta¬ 
tion docking, "in my eyes, it 
was a huge success," said 
Boeing flight director Rich¬ 
ard Jones. 

There were no parachute 
problems this time. Last 
month, only two para¬ 
chutes deployed during an 
atmospheric test because 
workers failed to connect a 
pin in the rigging. 

"We didn't do everything 
we wanted to do, but we 
don't see anything wrong 
with this spaceship right 
now," despite the timing er¬ 
ror, Chilton said. He apolo¬ 
gized to the six space sta¬ 
tion residents for not deliv¬ 
ering their Christmas pres¬ 
ents. 

Boeing had been shooting 
for its first astronaut launch 
in the first half of 2020. This 
capsule is supposed to be 
recycled for the second 
flight with crew: each Star¬ 
liner is built to fly in space 10 
times. 


The capsule will return to 
Florida's Kennedy Space 
Center in two weeks for 
inspections and refurbish- 
ments. 

"We've got a lot of learning 
in front of us," Bridenstine 
said. "But we have enough 
information and data to 
where we can keep mov¬ 
ing forward in a very posi¬ 
tive way. 

Despite its own setbacks, 
SpaceX remains in the lead 
in NASA's commercial crew 
program. 

SpaceX's Dragon crew 
capsule successfully com¬ 
pleted its first orbital demo 
last March. While the flight 
to the space station went 
well, the capsule explod¬ 
ed a month later on a test 
stand at Cape Canaveral. 
If a launch abort test goes 
well next month, SpaceX 
could start launching NASA 
astronauts by spring and 
end a nearly nine-year gap 
in flying people from Cape 
Canaveral. 

As its space shuttle pro¬ 
gram was winding down, 
NASA looked to private in¬ 
dustry to take over cargo 
and crew deliveries to the 
space station. SpaceX 
kicked off supply runs in 
2012. Two years later, NASA 
hired SpaceX and Boeing 
to ferry astronauts to the or¬ 
biting lab. 

SpaceX got $2.6 billion un¬ 
der NASA's commercial 
crew program, while Boe¬ 
ing received more than $4 
billion. 

The goal was to launch 
NASA astronauts by 2017. 
Because of delays, NASA is 
looking to buy another two 
seats on Russian rockets in 
2020 and 2021 to guaran¬ 
tee a continuing U.S. pres¬ 
ence on the space station. 
Even when private compa¬ 
nies are regularly carrying 
up astronauts for NASA, the 
space agency always will 
reserve a seat for a Russian 
in exchange for a free U.S. 
seat on a Soyuz. 

Over the years, these Soyuz 
rides have cost NASA up to 
$86 million apiece, with the 
tab totaling in the billions. 

A recent audit by NASA's 
inspector general found a 
Starliner seat will cost slight¬ 
ly more than that, with a 
Dragon seat going for just 
over half the price.Q 
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Bugaloe for Crazy Fish Mondays! 

Bugaloe Beach Bar & Grill is perfectly located 
between the Riu Palace Hotel and Hilton Resort on 
the famous Palm Pier with stunning 360" views of 
the crystal dear ocean. Open daily from 7,30am 
till midnight, mondays are known as Crazy Fish 
Mondays for the delirious fresh fish dishes the 


Crazy Fish Monday! (after 5pm) Fried Fish Basket $14, 
Grouper Platter $17 or Red Snapper Fillet $20. Fresher than 
fresh is the motto of Bugaloe Beach Bar & Grill. 


In addition to Crazy Fish Mondays, Bugaloe has a weekly 
line-up of live entertainment and daily happy hours from 
5-6pm and 10*11pm. Follow your tapping feet down 
to the music where smiles and fun await you! 


Crazv Fish Monday at 


i 


chef at Bugaloe serves up. 


Reservations are recommended. 



Located at De Palm Pier between the Hilton Resort and Riu Hotel T: (+297) S86-2233 info@bugaloe.com www.Bugaloe.com 


tripadvisor 


2019 Breakthrough Entertainer: Dever shined in TV and film 



This Nov. 6, 2019 photo shows Kaitlyn Dever posing for a portrait 
in New York. 

Associated Press 


NEW YORK (AP) — Any ac¬ 
tor can find it difficult to find 
a meaty role in Hollywood, 
whether it be in TV or film, 
comedy or drama. Actress 
Kaitlyn Dever shined in both 
genres and mediums this 
year. 

Dever garnered hordes 
of fans after playing 
bright and goofy Amy 
in the female-driven film 
“Booksmart,” about two 
tightly wound overachiev¬ 
ers intent on one last crazy 
night before graduation. A 
few months later, she won 
critical praise for her mov¬ 
ing portrayal of a lonely 
rape victim in the Netflix 
series “Unbelievable,” and 
garnered a Golden Globe 
nomination for best perfor¬ 
mance by an actress in a 
limited series or motion pic¬ 
ture made for television. It's 
also earned her a spot on 
the list of The Associated 
Press’ Breakthrough Enter¬ 
tainers of the Year. 

Dever has been gratified 
by the success of both proj¬ 


ects. 

“It's been sort of crazy. 
The fact that people love 
something as much as you 
do is so, so good. Watching 
the love grow and grow for 
‘Booksmart’ was something 
I’ll remember forever,” she 
said, recalling its premiere 
at the South by Southwest 
Film Festival. 

“People were like laugh¬ 
ing and then people were 
brought to tears and they 
were cheering afterward. I 
mean, it was a really, really, 
cool moment.” 

Some may not have even 
recognized her as the 
same actress in “Unbeliev¬ 
able,” as the roles were 
so different in subject and 
tone; Dever said she loved 
the paradox. 

“I love bouncing back and 
forth between drama and 
comedy. People used to 
ask me if I liked drama or 
comedy, which one I liked 
better, and I can never 
answer. I think they’re ac¬ 
tually very similar. I almost 


prepare for them the same 
way," Dever told The As¬ 
sociated Press in a recent 
interview. “I think you have 
to start with honesty with 
both.” 

Dever, who turns 23 on 
Saturday, started acting 
at age 10 in small TV roles 
and has been steadily ris¬ 
ing since then, with her first 
recurring role in the series 
“Justified" in 2011 and sev¬ 
eral supporting film roles 
before landing the lead in 
“Booksmart.” 

Dever was inspired to be 
an actress after seeing Toni 
Collette in the 1999 movie 
“The Sixth Sense”; she re¬ 
calls being blown away “by 
how real she seemed.” She 
had a full circle moment 
when she co-starred with 
Collette in “Unbelievable," 
and got to tell the Oscar- 
winner what an inspiration 
she was to her. 

It’s no coincidence that 
both of Dever's roles this 
year involved female cre¬ 
ators on and off-screen. 


She calls working on sets 
with other women “com¬ 
forting.” 

“I totally think that we need 
so many more women in¬ 
volved in the industry and 
making movies. We've 
made a lot of really big 
moves. I think there's still a 
lot of work to be done," she 
said. “Both of those proj¬ 
ects were very, very female 
driven, which is something I 


want to continue to do on 
other projects.” 

She’s set to star in two up¬ 
coming anthology series, 
Hulu's “Monsterland” and 
FX's “Platform,” and is “dy¬ 
ing” to do a musical film. 
Though she’s become one 
of the most in-demand ac¬ 
tresses in Hollywood, Dever 
says her life hasn’t changed 
much “and I don’t want it 
to change.Q 
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‘Rise of Skywalker’ opens with $175.5 million; ‘Cats’ flops 



This image released by Disney/Lucasfilm shows Daisy Ridley as 
Rey in a scene from "Star Wars: The Rise of Skywalker." 

Associated Press 
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NEW YORK (AP) — The 

Force was a little less strong 
with “Star Wars: The Rise of 
Skywalker.” J.J. Abrams’ 
Skywalker finale couldn’t 
match its recent predeces¬ 
sors on opening weekend, 
but it still amassed a $175.5 
million debut that ranked 
far, far away from all but a 
dozen films. 

“The Rise of Skywalker” 
came in with worse re¬ 
views than any “Star Wars” 
movie except for 1999's 
“The Phantom Menace,” 
which famously heralded 
the debut of Jar Jar Binks. 
“The Rise of Skywalker" has 
a 57% fresh score on Rotten 
Tomatoes. Audiences, too, 
were relatively lukewarm 
to the movie, giving it a B+ 
CinemaScore. 

That response may have 
muted what could have 
been a record-setting 
weekend. While Disney 
had cautiously estimated 
about a $165 million open¬ 
ing, analysts had pegged 
“The Rise of Skywalker” for 
around $200 million. 

“The Rise of Skywalker" 
pulled in $374 million world¬ 
wide, according to studio 
estimates Sunday. The film 
was especially lackluster 
in China, as all “Star Wars” 


films have been. It grossed 
$12.1 million there. 

Though it proved divisive 
with fans, 2017's “Last of 
the Jedi,” directed by Rian 
Johnson, opened with $220 
million. Abrams' own “The 
Force Awakens” set a then- 
record in 2015 with a $248 
million debut. 

Such expectations did not 
await Tom Hooper's ad¬ 
aptation of Andrew Lloyd 
Webber's “Cats.” The 
much ridiculed big-screen 
musical, featuring infamous 
“digital fur technology,” 
scratched out just $6.5 mil¬ 
lion in ticket sales, sending 
Mr. Mistoffelees (and Uni¬ 
versal Pictures) home lick¬ 
ing their wounds. 

The $100 million produc¬ 
tion, featuring an ensemble 
including Jennifer Hudson, 
Judi Dench, James Cor- 
den, Idris Elba, Ian McKel¬ 
len and Taylor Swift, came 
in well behind projections. It 
opened in a distant fourth 
place. 

Holdovers “Jumanji: The 
Next Level” and “Frozen 2" 
both surpassed “Cats." 
“Rise of Skywalker” culmi¬ 
nated a tumultuous period 
in “Star Wars,” finishing off 
both a trilogy and nine-film 
cycle begun 42 years ago 


by George Lucas. In 2012, 
Disney acquired Lucas- 
film for $4 billion. While its 
stewardship of “Star Wars” 
has drawn mostly praise 
and enormous box-office 
proceeds, “The Rise of Sky¬ 
walker" trailed both the 
much-debated “Last of 
the Jedi" and the 2018 dud 
“Solo: A Star Wars Story." 

In November, Disney chief 
executive Bob Iger told in¬ 
vestors that “Star Wars” will 
go “into a hiatus” after “Rise 
of Skywalker.” The next 
“Star Wars” movie, not one 
in the Skywalker saga, isn't 
scheduled for release until 
2022. “Game of Thrones" 
makers David Benioff and 
D.B. Weiss recently pulled 
out of planned “Star Wars" 
trilogy. 

Lately, “Star Wars” has 
been a more emphatic 
hit on the small screen. 
“The Mandalorian” helped 
launch the Disney Plus 
streaming service. 

But Disney can still make 
considerable demands 
on theaters for “Star Wars" 
films. Disney charges the¬ 
aters 65% of ticket sales, 
or about 10% more than 
standard, for “Star Wars” 
releases, and requires a run 
of four weeks. a 


Banksy takes politically charged 
Nativity scene to Bethlehem 



A new artwork dubbed "Scar of Bethlehem" by the artist Banksy 
is displayed in The Walled Off Hotel, in the West Bank city of 
Bethlehem, Sunday, Dec. 22, 2019. 

Associated Press 


BETHLEHEM, West Bank (AP) 

— The mysterious street 
artist known as Banksy 
has displayed a politically 
charged Nativity scene in 
Bethlehem, the town re¬ 
vered as Jesus' birthplace. 


just in time for the busy 
Christmas season. 

The artwork, named "Scar 
of Bethlehem," depicts the 
birth of Jesus under Israel's 
West Bank separation barri¬ 
er with a bullet hole shaped 


like a star. The piece is dis¬ 
played at the "Walled Off 
Hotel," a Palestinian guest¬ 
house in Bethlehem that 
was designed by Banksy 
and is filled with his artwork. 
Wisam Salsaa, the hotel 
manager, said the British 
artist recently sent the new 
piece to the hotel. 

"We see there is a scar," he 
said. "A hole on the wall 
marks the wall and the life 
in Bethlehem." 

The hotel, which overlooks 
the separation barrier, sar¬ 
castically boasts "the worst 
view in the world." Since 
its opening in 2017, it has 
become a popular tourist 
draw. "Banksy is trying to re¬ 
mind the world that people 
of Bethlehem, where Christ¬ 
mas was started, are not 
celebrating Christmas like 
the rest of the world," he 
saidO 
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30-plus years of 'Garfield' comic strips to sell at auction 



In this Monday, Nov. 18, 2019 photo. Heritage Auctions collectibles specialist Brian Wiedman dis¬ 
plays Garfield comic artwork drawn by creator Jim Davis in Dallas. 

Associated Press 


By JAMIE STENGLE 
DALLAS (AP) — Cartoon¬ 
ist Jim Davis is offering up 
more than 11,000 "Garfield" 
comic strips hand-drawn 
on paper in an auction that 
will stretch into the coming 
years, with at least a cou¬ 
ple of strips featuring the 
always-hungry orange cat 
with a sardonic sense of hu¬ 
mor available weekly. 
"There are just so many, 
and it was such a daunt¬ 
ing task to figure what to 
do with them so that they 
could be out there where 
people enjoy them too," 
said Davis, creator of the 
comic strip that appears 
in newspapers around the 
world and has spawned TV 
shows, movies and books. 
Dallas-based Heritage 
Auctions began offering 
up the strips in August. The 
auction house is selling 
two daily strips each week, 
along with longer Sunday 
strips being offered during 
the large-scale auctions 
throughout the year. 

The strips span from the 
launch of "Garfield" in 1978 


to 2011, when Davis began 
drawing the strip digitally. 
He says he still draws it by 
hand but now it's with a sty¬ 
lus on a tablet instead of on 
paper with a pencil, pen 
and brush. 

Comic art collector Nag- 
ib Baltagi has purchased 


about 20 of the strips so far 
and plans to bid on more. 
The 36-year-old said the 
"Garfield" auction particu¬ 
larly resonated because he 
loved as a kid watching the 
cartoons and reading the 
books. 

Baltagi, who lives in Miami, 


said he's drawn to the strips 
that feature several of the 
characters and have a sto¬ 
ryline that strikes a chord, 
in addition to ones that ran 
on meaningful dates. 

"I tend to go for the ones 
that kind of remind me 
where I was in my life," he 


said. 

Indiana-based Davis says 
that over the years he gave 
some strips to family, friends 
and staff, while others are 
on displays at museums, in¬ 
cluding the Smithsonian In¬ 
stitution, and he even tried 
selling them on his website 
for a few years. But he kept 
most of them, he says, stor¬ 
ing them in a fireproof, cli¬ 
mate-controlled vault. 

The auction, he said, "was 
just a logical thing to do 
with an awful lot of comic 
strips and an opportunity to 
allow not just collectors but 
a lot of the fans over the 
years to have access to 
the strips as well without me 
having to send them out 
one at a time." 

Brian Wiedman, a comic 
grader at Heritage, says 
the daily strips are current¬ 
ly selling on average from 
around $500 to $700, and 
the longer Sunday strips are 
selling for $1,500 to $3,000. 
He said the value is of¬ 
ten determined by "who 
is doing what, when and 
where." □ 


San Francisco musical, longest running in US, to hang up hat 



In this Wednesday, Dec. 4, 2019 photo, characters portraying Haight-Ashbury hippies and the 
Beatles perform during the musical "Beach Blanket Babylon" in San Francisco. 

Associated Press 


By HAVEN DALEY 
Associated Press 
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 

When you think of Amer¬ 
ica's longest-running mu¬ 
sicals, Broadway favorites 
such as 'The Lion King" or 
"Chicago" may come to 
mind. 

But there's a small San Fran¬ 
cisco show that's been a 
must-see for tourists and lo¬ 
cals alike for more than 45 
years — and now the cur¬ 
tain is closing. 

The campy "Beach Blan¬ 
ket Babylon" debuted in 
1974, making it the nation's 
longest continuously run¬ 
ning musical revue. Its final 
performance is set for New 
Year's Eve. 

"It's going to be so bitter¬ 
sweet," said Curt Branom, 
one of its longtime perform¬ 
ers. "We're all moving on 
to other things, but we all 
know that a magical mo¬ 
ment, really, in time that 
this place has been for all 
of us." 

The show spoofs politics 
and pop culture and fea¬ 
tures performers in colorful 


costumes and massive hats, 
including one featuring San 
Francisco's entire skyline. It 
was originally scheduled to 
run for only six weeks, but 
word spread, and it quickly 
became a quintessential 


San Francisco experience. 
"Beach Blanket Babylon" 
has since been performed 
more than 17,000 times in 
front of 6.5 million people, 
including Queen Elizabeth 
II, Prince Charles, David 


Bowie and Robin Williams. 
The plot follows Snow White 
around the world as she 
searches for her Prince 
Charming. Along the way, 
she encounters an ever- 
changing lineup of political 


and pop culture figures. 
Recent characters have 
included Donald and Me¬ 
lania Trump, Nancy Pelosi, 
Vladimir Putin, Bernie Sand¬ 
ers and Oprah Winfrey. 
Producer Jo Schuman Sil¬ 
ver said the show is ending 
not for financial reasons but 
because she wanted it to 
go out on a high note and 
felt the time was right. 

Cast and crew, most of 
whom have worked with 
"Beach Blanket Babylon" 
for decades, say the re¬ 
maining performances are 
bound to be emotional. 
Stage Manager John Ca- 
majani, who joined the mu¬ 
sical in 1979, says his wife 
will be at the final show. 
"She'll be crying, and all of 
us will be crying because 
it's the end of an era," he 
said. 

It's believed that "Phan¬ 
tom of the Opera," which 
premiered in 1988 and 
has continuously run on 
Broadway since, will now 
become the longest-run¬ 
ning musical still being per¬ 
formed in the U.S. □ 
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The Ultimate 
Jewelry Buying 


Take home our jewelry, 
have il appraised, 
then pay us 


Lamest inventory 
on the island 


Up to 18 months 

of financing, 

D% interest 


Complimentary 
pick up 


Royal Plaza Mall - Downtown / Palm Beach Plaza Mall - Palm Beach Aruba 
TeJ +297 583 4077, + 297 586 2526 info@shivasjewelers,com | www,shiuasjewelers,com 

















